Early Renaissance Art in Europe

Glancey: Renaissance Architecture
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Leon Battista Alberti
Why is Alberti’s book On Architecture so significant?
How does Alberti’s book On Architecture connect with Vitruvius’ text De architectura written the first half of the first century CE?
Why is Johannes Gutenberg significant in terms of Alberti’s written text?

How can you connect Leonardo da Vinci’s drawing, Vitruvian Man (c. 1487), to Alberti’s text, On Architecture, and Vitruvius’ text, De architectura?
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How can you connect Perugino’s painting Delivery of the Keys to Saint Peter (1482, fresco, Sistine Chapel) to Alberti’s text, On Architecture, and Vitruvius’ text, De architectura? See page 675 in Stokstad. 
A Room with a View 1:52:07
Donato Bramante

Tempietto (1502-1510)
Where is this building located—exactly?

What is the purpose of this building?

How can you connect the purpose of Tempietto to the purpose of Bernini’s Baldacchino (1624-1633, Baroque)? See page 761 in Stokstad.
What Roman building influenced the design of Tempietto?

What later buildings did Bramante’s building influence?

Andrea Palladio


Church of San Giorgio Maggiore
(1565-1580)

How did Palladio resolve this problem? See Stokstad page 737.
What architect and building helped him to think through this problem?

Villa Rotonda (Villa Capra)

(1550-1559)

What is especially significant about the design of this house?

What famous English house did the Villa Rotonda influence?
What famous house in the United States did the Villa Rotonda influence?
Reflection: Thinking about Renaissance Domes. 

See page 74 in Glancey.

1. Why do all the domes use a two-shell construction? (One even uses a three-shell construction.)

2. What do you notice about the difference between the exterior and interior of the domes?

3. What is the visual purpose of the band of windows at the base of the dome?

4. Why iron chains?

Leon Battista Alberti

On Architecture
Why is Leon Battista Alberti’s design (and execution) of the Church of Sant’Andrea so significant? 


Why did Ludovico Gonzaga commission Alberti to enlarge the small Church of Santa’Andrea (Mantua)?
What do you notice about the width of the transept in proportion to the width of the nave?

What influenced Alberto as he designed this interior?

Important Works

…that you must study, that you must be able to discuss the significance of…

 that you must commit to memory…. 

Lorenzo Ghiberti’s bronze doors for the Florence Cathedral Baptistry


Which is earlier?
How can you tell?

Church of Orsanmichele

· Nanni di Banco 
Four Crowned Martyrs


He wrote On Architecture in 1452 and published it in 1485.





Alberti “set out in mathematical detail the principal elements of architecture—square, cube, circle, and sphere—and the ideal proportions of a building that should follow from them (Glancey, 69).








Palladio might be considered the first modern architect (Glancey, 76).





In 1570 he published The Four Books on Architecture.





Palladio was influenced by both Alberti’s text, On Architecture, and Vitruvius’ text, De architectura.











The problem: Palladio had to design a façade (the front of the building) so that this façade would fit a lower level (nave and side aisles) that is wider than the upper level (nave clerestory).
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Alberti adopted Vitruvius’s definition of fine architecture as embodying:


1.





2.





3.





Alberti developed a specific vocabulary for discussing architecture. He combined his theoretical discussions of architecture with references to classical architecture (Roman and Greek).
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