AP US Government and Politics




          
Unit 4: Electoral Process: Mass Media (10-20%), Elections

Sabato and O’Connor: Chapters 13-15
Unit Terms: KNOW, LOVE, & UNDERSTAND
· 3-main functions of the media: watchdog; agenda setter; scorekeeper

· Eras: Party Press (1770-1820), Penny Press (1820s-1930s), Electronic Journalism (1930s-1960s), Investigative Journalism (1970s-now)

· Signficance of Watergate
· Motor Voter Act (intent and impact)

· Yellow journalism

· Muckraking

· Effects of investigative journalism

· Constitutional restrictions on the media

· NY Times v. Sullivan (1974)
· NY Times v. US (1971)
· Near vs. Minnesota (1931)
· Media and the Presidency

Unit Concepts: KNOW THEM, LOVE THEM, REGURGITATE THEM
Your options: choose one of the following

1) Provide a brief writing outline for each; 2) Write a short-answer essay for each. 

1. Defend arguments for and against the following types of representation:
a. Proportional

b. Plurality, Winner Takes All

2. Defend the arguments for and against: primaries and caucuses.

3. Defend arguments for and against the Electoral College.
4. Explain the impact and effectiveness of the following on Presidential elections:

a. Presidential Debates

b. Spin

c. Campaign Finance

5. What role does the media play in the political system, and what impact does media have on public opinion, voter perceptions, campaign strategies, electoral outcomes, agenda development, and the images of officials and candidates?

6. The United States Congress has debated a variety of campaign finance reforms over the last decade.  The proposals have included the following [FR2005]: 
· Eliminating soft money

· Limiting independent expenditures

· Raising limits on individual contributions

a. Select one of the listed proposals and do all of the following:

i. Define the proposal.

ii. Describe an argument that proponents make in favor of the proposal.

iii. Describe and argument that opponents make against the proposal.

b. Select a different listed proposal and do all of the following:

i. Define the proposal.

ii. Describe an argument that proponents make in favor of the proposal.

iii. Describe and argument that opponents make against the proposal.

7. After reading “Why Americans Hate the Media” by James Fallows, answer the following questions:

a. How does James Fallows back up his thesis against the media in his article.

b. Explain why Fallows believes the media has contributed to a lack of political faith in American government.


