Johannes Gutenberg was a 15th century German craftsman and inventor who originated a method of  printing from movable type that was used without important change until the 20th  century. Gutenberg was born in Mainz, Germany sometime during the last decade of the 14th century. He died in Mainz, Germany probably on Feb. 3, 1468.
Johannes Gutenberg’s printing press was recently celebrated as the most important invention of the past 1,000 years. Gutenberg is credited with two significant concepts needed for the invention of typographic. First, Gutenberg made durable metal typefaces in large numbers and with each letter strictly identical. Second, was the concept of the printing press itself. 
The Gutenberg Bible was printed by Johannes Gutenberg in Mainz, Germany around 1454-5. This is the first major book printed in the west. We have reason to believe that about 180 copies were printed and significant parts of 48 copies still survive. 
Within 15 years of printing the Gutenberg Bible, the printing press had been established in nearly all of western Europe. The public had what it wanted and needed. For the first time, reading matter was available in clear, legible, compact forms, in large quantities, and at far less cost than was ever possible by the older method of hand copying all books. The invention of the printing press helped spread knowledge and started the growth of industry and enlightenment called the Renaissance.
