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Make yourself an Amazing Typographic Portrait  

This tutorial will show how to create custom brushes and fill patterns. Also you will learn more 

about selection and posterize tool.  

Preview of Final Image 

 

 

Using the Pen tool, crop away the black areas on both 

sides below the ears. Double-click on the Background 

layer on the Layers tab to unlock it and rename as 

Portrait. Create a new layer below the Portrait layer 

and fill it with #FFFFFF. Then go to Image > 

Adjustments > Posterize. Set the Levels to 4. 
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Hide the Portrait layer for awhile by clicking the 

Eye icon on the left beside the layer. Using the Type 

tool with your favorite font and color #000000, type 

in a few words as shown below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now we are going to create a 

Photoshop brush. To do so, 

simply make a selection 

around the first word like 

what I did below. Go to Edit 

> Define Brush Preset. There 

you have it! A new brush 

will appear under your Brush 

Preset window. Do the same 

for the remaining words too. 
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Next, we are going to customize a Fill Pattern. To do so, merge all your words together as one 

single layer. Go to Edit > Free Transform. Reduce the size of the words to very small like what I 

done below. Now hide all other layers except these words. Make a selection around them and go 

to Edit > Define Pattern. You can find your newly created pattern now in your Pattern Preset 

window. 

 

We have not much use for the words layer anymore so you can hide it away. Unhide the Portrait 

and Background layers again. This time make a small selection around the black area like what I 

did on her neck.  
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With that selection, go to Select > Similar. This will select all the areas with that particular color. 

 

Before I go on further, try to select the Brush tool and right-click on any part within the 

document. This is the shortcut for changing Brush sizes and its type. Hide the Portrait layer, 

leaving the selection loaded. Create a new layer and start to stamp around with the Brushes you 

created earlier. What you need to take note is to adjust the sizes before you stamp so it fits nicely 

within the selection. Do a few times with the right-clicking, size adjusting and stamping. Very 

soon you will get the hang of it. 
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Realize that there are some parts really small and will be troublesome to stamp into those areas. 

So what we can do is to fill those areas up with the Fill Pattern you made earlier too. Create a 

new layer below the stamps. Use the Paint Bucket tool and fill it with your preset pattern. 

 

However, the Fill Pattern made our stamps less visible. So CTRL+left click on your stamps layer 

to load selections around the words, go to Select > Modify > Expand. Set the Radius to 1 pixel. 
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Then follow by Select > Inverse. Select the Fill Pattern layer and create a Layer Mask with that 

selection. This will create a 1 pixel border around the stamped words. 

 

Repeat these steps for the other two tones of grey color in the Portrait layer. 

 

And we are done! This is roughly how you should get as your finished work. 
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Although the black- and-white style 

already looks great for me, you can also 

add a texture background and 

replace the colors to your personal 

preferences. Hope you enjoy this 

tutorial. Have fun! 
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