Unit 6: Civil Liberties & Civil Rights

Unit Standards

12.2 Students evaluate and take and defend positions on the scope and limits of rights and obligations as democratic citizens, the relationships among them, and how they are secured. 

1. Discuss the meaning and importance of each of the rights guaranteed under the Bill of Rights and how each is secured (e.g., freedom of religion, speech, press, assembly, petition, privacy). 

2. Explain how economic rights are secured and their importance to the individual and to society (e.g., the right to acquire, use, transfer, and dispose of property; right to choose one's work; right to join or not join labor unions; copyright and patent). 

3. Discuss the individual's legal obligations to obey the law, serve as a juror, and pay taxes. 

4. Understand the obligations of civic-mindedness, including voting, being informed on civic issues, volunteering and performing public service, and serving in the military or alternative service. 

5. Describe the reciprocity between rights and obligations; that is, why enjoyment of one's rights entails respect for the rights of others. 

6. Explain how one becomes a citizen of the United States, including the process of naturalization (e.g., literacy, language, and other requirements). 

12.5 Students summarize landmark U.S. Supreme Court interpretations of the Constitution and its amendments. 

1. Understand the changing interpretations of the Bill of Rights over time, including interpretations of the basic freedoms (religion, speech, press, petition, and assembly) articulated in the First Amendment and the due process and equal-protection-of-the-law clauses of the Fourteenth Amendment. 

2. Analyze judicial activism and judicial restraint and the effects of each policy over the decades (e.g., the Warren and Rehnquist courts). 

3. Evaluate the effects of the Court's interpretations of the Constitution in Marbury v. Madison, McCulloch v. Maryland, and United States v. Nixon, with emphasis on the arguments espoused by each side in these cases. 

4. Explain the controversies that have resulted over changing interpretations of civil rights, including those in Plessy v. Ferguson, Brown v. Board of Education, Miranda v. Arizona, Regents of the University of California v. Bakke, Adarand Constructors, Inc. v. Pena, and United States v. Virginia (VMI). 
Textbook Reading

Chapter 19 Civil Liberties: First Amendment Freedoms
Chapter 20 Civil Liberties: Protecting Individual Rights
Essential Questions

1. What is the meaning and importance of each of the rights guaranteed
under the First Amendment and how they are secured?
2. Identify personal and civic responsibilities and explain their importance.
3. How do the rights of others and common good restrict individual rights?
4. How does the Supreme Court’s interpretation of the Bill of Rights and later amendments protect the civil rights/liberties of U.S. Citizens?

Essential Vocabulary Words

1. Constitutional guarantee:  The idea that the Constitution guarantees certain rights to all people.
2. Civil liberties:  The guarantees of the safety of persons, opinions, and property from the arbitrary acts of government including freedom of religion.

3. Civil rights: A tern used for those positive acts of government that seek to make constitutional guarantees a reality for all people, prohibitions of discrimination.
4. Equal protection:  a guarantee under the 14th Amendment to the United States Constitution that a state must treat an individual or class of individuals the same as it treats other individuals or classes in like circumstances
5. Racial discrimination: prejudiced or prejudicial outlook, action, or treatment based on race. 
6. Religious liberty: religious freedom based on the establishment and free-exercises clauses of the first amendment. 
7. Free speech: speech that is protected by the First Amendment to the United States Constitution
8. Right of assembly:  The freedom of meeting together in groups protected by the first amendment.
9. Separation of church & state:  the distance in the relationship between organized religious and the nation state..
10. Due process:  The government must act fairly and in accord with established rules in all that it does.
