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Reform governor of California (1911–17) and a U.S. senator for 28 years (1917–45), a Progressive Republican and later a staunch isolationist. 

Winning acclaim in 1906 as a crusading San Francisco prosecuting attorney, Johnson was elected governor four years later on a reform ticket. Under his leadership the legislature shortened the political hold on California of the Southern Pacific Railroad and placed the state in the forefront of the Progressive movement. 

In 1912 Johnson helped form the Progressive Party and was its unsuccessful vice-presidential candidate on a ticket with Theodore Roosevelt. In the Senate he opposed the dominant conservative tendencies of the Republican Party, supporting farm legislation and, in the 1930s, New Deal measures to relieve unemployment. Gradually he became best known for his isolationist beliefs, opposing U.S. adherence to the Treaty of Versailles, the League of Nations, and the Permanent Court of International Justice, known as the World Court. He sponsored the Neutrality acts of the 1930s and resisted all preparedness measures before World War II as well as the formation of the United Nations.
Hiram Warren Johnson's first job was as a shorthand reporter and stenographer in a law firm, which sparked his interest in the subject. In 1888, Johnson was admitted to and attended University of California at Berkeley, where he earned his law degree. In 1902, he moved to San Francisco, where he served as an assistant district attorney. In the midst of his legal practice, Johnson became increasingly active in reform politics, taking on an anti-corruption mantle. 

In 1910, he became part of the Lincoln-Roosevelt Party and then founded the United States Progressive Party in 1912. He served as governor of California between 1911 and 1917, when he led successful fights for institution of initiative, referendum and recall laws, the direct primary election, the eight-hour work day for women and children, the Workers Compensation Act, pensions for retired teachers, and more government control of the railroads and utilities. 

It was not until 1919 that Johnson became the leader of the Progressives, due to the death of Theodore Roosevelt.  As a U.S. Senator, Johnson proved to be popular and was re-elected four times. After serving for nearly 30 years in government, he died on August 6, 1945, the same day the atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima, Japan.
Discussion Questions:
1. What type of Progressive was he?

2. Where was he governor of?

3. What type of reforms did he create for California?

4. What did he do for railroads in California?
5. How long was he a senator?

Ida M. Tarbell
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Investigative journalist, lecturer, and chronicler of American industry, best known for her classic The History of the Standard Oil Company (1904). 

Tarbell was educated at Allegheny College (Meadville, Pennsylvania) and taught briefly before becoming an editor for the Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle (1883–91). In 1891 she took her savings and went to Paris, where she supported herself by writing articles for American magazines. S.S. McClure, founder of McClure's Magazine, hired her in 1894. The History of the Standard Oil Company, originally a serial that ran in McClure's, is one of the most thorough accounts of the rise of a business monopoly and its use of unfair practices. The articles also helped to define a growing trend to investigation, exposé, and crusading in liberal journals of the day, a technique that in 1906 President Theodore Roosevelt would label muckraking. 

Tarbell's father, fearing that Rockefeller would retaliate against the magazine, advised her not to write the articles about the Standard Oil Company. But she dove into the work with enthusiasm.  For almost two years, she painstakingly looked through volumes of public records, including court testimony, state and federal reports and newspaper coverage. From these, she gathered a mind-boggling wealth of information on Rockefeller and his ruthless business tactics used by Standard Oil. 
Instantly popular with readers, The History of the Standard Oil Company grew to be a 19-part series, published between November 1902 and October 1904. Tarbell wrote a detailed exposé of Rockefeller's unethical tactics, sympathetically portraying the plight of Pennsylvania's independent oil workers. Still, she was careful to acknowledge Rockefeller's brilliance and the flawlessness of the business structure he had created. She did not condemn capitalism itself, but "the open disregard of decent ethical business practices by capitalists." About Standard Oil, she wrote: "They had never played fair, and that ruined their greatness for me."
Tarbell's association with McClure's lasted until 1906. She wrote for American Magazine, which she also co-owned and co-edited, from 1906 to 1915, the year the magazine was sold. She lectured for a time on the chautauqua circuit and wrote several popular biographies, including eight books on Abraham Lincoln. Later she served as a member of various government conferences and committees concerned with defense, industry, unemployment, and other issues. Her autobiography, All in the Day's Work, was published in 1939.

Discussion Questions:

1. What type of progressive was she?

2. What were her most famous writings?

3. What company did she bust for their monopolies and secret practices?
4. How did she help the progressive movement?
Theodore Roosevelt
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26th president of the United States (1901–09) and writer, naturalist, and soldier. 
Theodore Roosevelt expanded the powers of the presidency and of the federal government in support of the public interest in conflicts between big business and labor and steered the nation toward an active role in world politics, particularly in Europe and Asia. 
Within months of being re-elected, McKinley was felled by an assassin’s bullet, and Roosevelt, at the young age of 42, found himself unexpectedly President of the United States. His first term was characterized by the successful resolution of the anthracite coal strike in 1902, in which Roosevelt had promised both coal miners and coal operators a “Square Deal.” The phrase stuck, and Roosevelt became the first President to distill his policies into a slogan. He also brought suit against the Northern Securities Company, resulting in the closing of the railroad holding company.

Theodore Roosevelt's "Square Deal" domestic program reflected the progressive call for reform in the American workplace in the early 1900s, initiating welfare legislation and government regulation of industry. But his critics point out that his progressive economic views were offset by his backward perspective on race and gender. 
In the early 1900’s , great economic power was concentrated in the hands of a very few men. TR fully believed that government was responsible for promoting the common welfare of American citizens and that the great industrial monopolies needed to be regulated with the public interest in mind. He was the first President to effectively assert government control over big railroad, oil, and meatpacking "trusts." Once hearing that Roosevelt was going to Africa on a safari, the great capitalist J. P. Morgan prayed that "a lion would do its duty."

Re-elected in a landslide, Roosevelt interpreted the vote as a mandate to push ahead with new calls for increased government regulation. His Annual Message of 1905, the first of his second term, unleashed a flurry of proposals for new legislation, including pure food, drug, and meat inspection laws; government “supervision” of insurance companies; investigation of child labor conditions; employer liability laws for Washington, D.C.; and—of the highest priority—a law giving the Interstate Commerce Commission power to regulate railroad shipping rates. This last proposal, which TR signed into law in 1906 as the Hepburn Act, laid the foundation for the modern administrative state.

Roosevelt was also the nation's first environmentalist.  He expanded the national park system, established bird and wildlife refuges, and designated important historic and geographical sites as national monuments. He sparked controversy, especially in the western states, by vastly expanding the national forest reserves and imposing regulations and fees on the use of public lands. Yet in contrast to today’s environmentalists, he did not want simply to lock these resources away. TR sought to make sure that they were developed responsibly (which he doubted private businesses could do) and that the public received adequate compensation for these valuable rights.
	Discussion Questions:
1. What kind of progressive was he?

2. Describe Roosevelt’s “Square Deal”
3. How did he help the progressive movement?

William Howard Taft
	

	27th President of the United States 
William Howard Taft entered the White House determined to continue the Progressive legislation of Theodore Roosevelt. 
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Among the significant pieces of legislation passed by Congress during Taft's presidency was the Mann-Elkins Act of 1910, empowering the Interstate Commerce Commission to suspend railroad rate hikes and to set rates. The act also expanded the ICC's jurisdiction to cover telephones, telegraphs, and radio. Taft also placed 35,000 postmasters and 20,000 skilled workers in the Navy years under civil service protection. 
In addition, the Department of Commerce and Labor was divided into two cabinet departments with Taft's approval. He also vetoed the admissions of Arizona and New Mexico to statehood because of their constitutional provision for the recall of judges. When the recall clauses were removed, Taft supported statehood. And while he pushed the passage of the Sixteenth Amendment (income tax), he only reluctantly advocated the Seventeenth Amendment (direct election of senators). 
Among his most controversial actions, Taft promoted an administrative innovation whereby the President, rather than the disparate agencies of government, would submit a budget to Congress. Congress prohibited that action, but Taft's effort foreshadowed the creation of the executive budget in the Budget and Accounting Act of 1921, which gave the President new capacities for efficiency and control in the executive branch.
Trust-Busting - Taft's intent to provide more efficient administration for existing reform policies was perfectly suited for the prosecution of anti-trust violations. More trust prosecutions (99, in all) occurred under Taft than under Roosevelt, who was known as the "Great Trust-Buster." The two most famous anti-trust cases under the Taft Administration, Standard Oil Company of New Jersey and the American Tobacco Company, were actually begun during the Roosevelt years. He also won a lawsuit against the American Sugar Refining Company to break up the "sugar trust" that rigged prices. And when Taft moved to break up U.S. Steel, Roosevelt accused him of a lack of insight -- unable to distinguish between "good" and "bad" trusts. 
By 1911, however, Taft began to back away from his anti-trust efforts, stung by the criticism of his conservative business supporters and unsure about the long-range effect of trust-busting on the national economy. Most importantly, Taft had surrounded himself with conservative businessmen who shared his love for golf and recreation at fine resorts. His new business cronies isolated Taft from the progressive followers of Roosevelt who had supported his election.




 Discussion Questions:
1. What did the 16th Amendment do?

2. What did the 17th Amendment do?

3. What were his two most famous anti-trust cases?

4. Why is he significant to the progressive movement? 

Woodrow Wilson 
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 28th president

From this point, Wilson's rise to national power was astonishingly rapid. As governor of New Jersey, he immediately began to fight machine politics and party bosses, securing campaign finance reform, a primary law permitting voters rather than party bosses to nominate candidates, and a program to compensate workers injured on the job. 
In 1912, Wilson used his reputation as a progressive with strong southern roots to run for the presidency as a Democrat. After narrowly winning the Democratic nomination, he faced a divided Republican Party. William Taft, the incumbent President, carried the official Republican nomination, but Theodore Roosevelt, believing that Taft had betrayed the cause of reform, walked out of the Republican convention and formed the short-lived Progressive or "Bull Moose Party." Taft and Roosevelt split the Republican vote, and Wilson won the election with a little less than 42 percent of the vote.

Wilson's New Freedom platform was ambitious and thoroughly progressive. Wilson viewed monopolies as enemies of free competition. He also advocated the use of federal power to ensure more equality of opportunity.  It called for tariff reduction, reform of the banking and monetary system, and new laws to weaken abusive corporations and restore economic competition. 
With a Presbyterian's confidence that God was guiding his course, Wilson pursued his New Freedom agenda with the zeal of a crusader, making use of his skill as an orator to galvanize the nation in support of his policies. Perhaps his greatest achievement was the passage of the Federal Reserve Act of 1913, which created the system that still provides the framework for regulating the nation's banks, credit, and money supply today. Other Wilson-backed legislation put new controls on big business and supported unions to ensure fair treatment of working Americans.

In 1914, World War I began in Europe, and with the United States trying to remain neutral, foreign policy played an important role in the 1916 presidential election. In addition to a bold program of reforms that attracted the support of farmers and laborers, Wilson's campaign slogan, "He Kept Us Out of War," helped him win reelection by a narrow margin.

Questions to Include:

1. Describe Wilson’s “New Freedom”. 
2. What was the Federal Reserve act of 1913?

3. What did he do for big business and unions?

4. Why is he significant to the progressive movement? 

Upton Sinclair
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Upton Sinclair graduated from the College of the City of New York in 1897 and did graduate work at Columbia University, supporting himself by journalistic writing. 
The Jungle (1906), his sixth novel and first popular success, was written when he was sent by the socialist weekly newspaper Appeal to Reason to Chicago to investigate conditions in the stockyards. Though intended to create sympathy for the exploited and poorly treated immigrant workers in the meat-packing industry, The Jungle instead aroused widespread public indignation at the quality of and impurities in processed meats and thus helped bring about the passage of federal food-inspection laws. 
Sinclair ironically commented at the time, “I aimed at the public's heart and by accident I hit it in the stomach.” The Jungle is the most enduring of the works of the “muckrakers”. Published at Sinclair's own expense after several publishers rejected it, it became a best-seller, and Sinclair used the proceeds to open Helicon Hall, a cooperative-living venture in Englewood, N.J. The building was destroyed by fire in 1907 and the project abandoned. 

After President Theodore Roosevelt read The Jungle and ordered an investigation of the meat-packing industry. He also met Sinclair and told him that while he disapproved of the way the book preached socialism he agreed that "radical action must be taken to do away with the efforts of arrogant and selfish greed on the part of the capitalist."

With the passing of the Pure Food and Drugs Act (1906) and the Meat Inspection Act (1906), Sinclair was able to show that novelists could help change the law. This in itself inspired a tremendous growth in investigative journalism. Theodore Roosevelt became concerned at this development and described it as muckraking.

A long series of other topical novels followed, though none as popular as The Jungle; among them were Oil! (1927), based on the Teapot Dome Scandal, and Boston (1928), based on the Sacco-Vanzetti case. Sinclair's works were highly popular in Russia both before and immediately after the Revolution of 1917. 
Later his active opposition to the communist regime caused a decline in his reputation there, but it was revived temporarily in the late 1930s and '40s by his antifascist writings. Sinclair again reached a wide audience with the Lanny Budd series, 11 contemporary historical novels beginning with World's End (1940) that were constructed around an implausible antifascist hero who happens to be on hand for all the momentous events of the day. 

During the economic crisis of the 1930s, Sinclair organized the EPIC (End Poverty in California) socialist reform movement; in 1934 he was defeated as Democratic candidate for governor. Of his autobiographical writings, The Autobiography of Upton Sinclair (1962); My Lifetime in Letters (1960) is a collection of letters written to Sinclair.

Questions to Include:

1. What book did he write?

2. What did the book describe?

3. What did his book help to pass?

4. Why is he significant to the progressive movement?

Jane Addams
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Jane Addams won worldwide recognition in the first third of the twentieth century as a pioneer social worker in America, as a feminist, and as an internationalist. She was also a pacifist and co-winner of the Nobel Prize for Peace in 1931. She is probably best known as the founder of Hull House in Chicago, one of the first social settlements in North America.
At the age of twenty-seven, during a second tour to Europe with her friend Ellen G. Starr, she visited a settlement house, Toynbee Hall, in London's East End. This visit helped to finalize the idea that of opening a similar house in an underprivileged area of Chicago. 
In 1889 she and Miss. Starr leased a large home built by Charles Hull at the corner of Halsted and Polk Streets. The two friends moved in, their purpose, as expressed later, being, “to provide a center for a higher civic and social life; to institute and maintain educational and philanthropic enterprises and to investigate and improve the conditions in the industrial districts of Chicago”.
In a working-class immigrant district in Chicago, she acquired a large vacant residence built by Charles Hull in 1856, and, calling it Hull House, she moved into it on September 18, 1889. Eventually the settlement included 13 buildings and a playground, as well as a camp near Lake Geneva, Wisconsin. Many prominent social workers and reformers—Julia Lathrop, Florence Kelley, and Grace and Edith Abbott—came to live at Hull House, as did others who continued to make their living in business or the arts while helping Addams in settlement activities. 

Among the facilities at Hull House were a day nursery, a gymnasium, a community kitchen, and a boarding club for working girls. Hull House offered college-level courses in various subjects, furnished training in art, music, and crafts such as bookbinding, and sponsored one of the earliest little-theatre groups, the Hull House Players. In addition to making available services and cultural opportunities for the largely immigrant population of the neighborhood, Hull House afforded an opportunity for young social workers to acquire training. 

Addams worked with labor as well as other reform groups toward goals including the first juvenile-court law, tenement-house regulation, and an eight-hour working day for women, factory inspection, and workers' compensation. She strove in addition for justice for immigrants and blacks, advocated research aimed at determining the causes of poverty and crime, and supported woman suffrage. 
In 1910 she became the first woman president of the American Civil Liberties Union in 1920. In 1931 she was a co-winner of the Nobel Prize for Peace. 
National Conference of Social Work, and in 1912 she played an active part in the Progressive Party's presidential campaign for Theodore Roosevelt. In 1915 she served as chairman of the International Congress of Women, following which was established the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom. She was also involved in the founding of the 
Questions to Include:

1. What was Hull House?

2. What other organizations did she begin?

3. Why is she significant to the progressive movement?

Jacob A. Riis
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Jacob August Riis was a Danish American social reformer, "muckraking” journalist and social documentary photographer. He is known for using his photographic and journalistic talents to help the impoverished in New York City;
Emigrating to the United States at the age of 21, Riis held various jobs, gaining a firsthand acquaintance with the ragged underside of city life. In 1873 he became a police reporter, assigned to New York City's Lower East Side, where he found that in some tenements the infant death rate was one in ten. Riis employed the newly invented flashbulb technique in photographing the rooms and hallways of these buildings in order to dramatize his lectures and books. 

How the Other Half Lives made Riis famous. The response of the future U.S. president Theodore Roosevelt was: “I have read your book, and I have come to help.” The book stimulated the first significant New York legislation to curb tenement house evils. The illustrations were largely line drawings based on Riis's photographs. A reprint in 1971 included 30 photographs on which the original illustrations were based and 70 related Riis photographs. 

Of Riis's many other books, the most noteworthy was his autobiography, The Making of an American (1901).
Questions to Include:

1. What book did he write?

2. What was his book about?

3. What did his book help to reform?

4. Why is he significant to the progressive movement? 
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Bandit's Roost (1888) by Jacob Riis, from How the Other Half Lives. This image is Bandit's Roost at 59½ Mulberry Street, considered the most crime-ridden, dangerous part of New York City.
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William Edward Burghardt Du Bois  
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"W. E. B." Du Bois was an American sociologist, historian, civil rights activist, Pan-Africanist, author and editor. Born in Great Barrington, Massachusetts, Du Bois grew up in a relatively tolerant and integrated community. 

After graduating from Harvard, where he was the first African American to earn a doctorate, he became a professor of history, sociology and economics at Atlanta University. Du Bois was one of the co-founders of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) in 1909. 
Du Bois rose to national prominence as the leader of the Niagara Movement, a group of African-American activists who wanted equal rights for blacks. Du Bois and his supporters opposed the Atlanta Compromise, an agreement crafted by Booker T. Washington which provided that Southern blacks would work and submit to white political rule, while Southern whites guaranteed that blacks would receive basic educational and economic opportunities. Instead, Du Bois insisted on full civil rights and increased political representation, which he believed would be brought about by the African-American intellectual elite. He referred to this group as the talented tenth and believed that African Americans needed the chances for advanced education to develop its leadership.
Du Bois was most known for being co-founder for the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People. The NAACP is an interracial American organization created to work for the abolition of segregation and discrimination in housing, education, employment, voting, and transportation; to oppose racism; and to ensure African Americans their constitutional rights. 
The NAACP was created in 1909 by an interracial group consisting of W.E.B. Du Bois, Ida Bell Wells-Barnett, Mary White Ovington, and others concerned with the challenges facing African Americans, especially in the wake of the 1908 Springfield (Illinois) Race Riot. Some of the founding members had been associated with the Niagara Movement, a civil rights group led by Du Bois.
civil rights laws, programs of education and public information to win popular support, and direct action to achieve specific goals. lynching in 1918. Other areas of activism have involved political action to secure enactment of Many of the NAACP's actions have focused on national issues; for example, the group helped persuade President Woodrow Wilson to denounce 
In 1939 the NAACP established as an independent legal arm for the civil rights movement the NAACP Legal Defense and Education Fund, which litigated to the Supreme Court Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, the case that resulted in the high court's landmark 1954 school-desegregation decision. The organization had also won a significant victory in 1946, with Morgan v. Virginia, which successfully barred segregation in interstate travel, setting the stage for the Freedom Rides of 1961. 

The murder of NAACP field director Medgar Evers in 1963 gave the group national prominence, likely contributing to the passage of the Voting Rights Act in 1965.
Questions to Include:

1. What organization did he help to begin?

2. What does the NAACP stand for?

3. What has the NAACP done since W.E.B Du Bois

4. Why is he significant to the progressive movement? 
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