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1. How were the English gentry unique among the landed classes of Europe?  Why were they such a powerful political force in England?
2. Why was James I so unpopular with his British subjects?  What alienated him from Parliament?
3. How was British common law different from Roman law?
4. What was Parliament's view of its political and constitutional role within the British government structure?
5. How did Charles I continue his father's political and fiscal policies?  Where did he go even further than his father?
6. Why was the Petition of Rights a significant document in the constitutional evolution of England?  What was Charles I's response to it?
7. How did Charles I anger most economic/political groups in England?  What were their chief complaints about his regime?
8. Why was the Scottish rebellion, begun in 1639, a turning point in Charles I's reign?
9. What parts of English society initially supported the Roundheads during the English Civil War?  the Cavaliers?  Why?
10. What type of split occurred in the parliamentary forces by 1646?  How did Oliver Cromwell respond to this division?
11. Describe the government of England under the Commonwealth and the Protectorate.  What is meant by the "regime of the major generals"?
12. How did the 1652 Act of Settlement serve England's hold on Ireland?
13. Why did the Parliament restore the monarchy under Charles II in 1660?
14. What deal did Charles II make with Louis XIV of France?
15. Over what issues did Parliament and Charles II collide?
16. Why was James II forced to flee England in 1688?  What did he do that so angered the British people?
17. Why was the change in power from James II to William and Mary called the "Glorious Revolution" in British history?
18. Identify the major political/constitutional principles highlighted in the English Bill of Rights.  Why was it considered a milestone in British history?
