Hamlet, by William Shakespeare,  Questions for Analysis and Discussion, Act I

1. Reread I,I,91-119, when Horatio explains why he believes the ghost is haunting Denmark.  Note the history of Hamlet Senior and Fortinbras Senior.  What are young Fortinbras' motives for revenge, and what does Horatio think he is going to do?  (Discussion)

2. Reread Claudius' speech at the beginning of I, ii, 1-39.  Explain in detail the content of his address to the court.  Discuss the tone and feeling of this passage as it relates to your initial impressions of Claudius.  (Written response)
3. Hamlet responds to Claudius, in I, ii, 67, saying, "A little more than kin and less than kind."  Be aware of Hamlet's meaning in the context of the events that have recently occurred in Denmark.  (Discussion)

4. Reread Hamlet's first significant soliloquy, I, ii, 133-164, and complete a line-by-line interpretation of Hamlet's musings.  (Written response:  all)

5. Laertes, Ophelia's brother, is off to France in the beginning of I, iii.  How does Laertes interpret Hamlet's attentions to Ophelia?  What is his advice to Ophelia regarding Hamlet?  (I,iii,6-11 and 13-48).  (Written response)
6. Polonius, Laertes and Ophelia's father, give Laertes a bit of fatherly advice in I, iii, 60-87.  Analyze, line by line, the meaning of his advice, and discuss what it reveals about Polonius' character.  (Written response)

7. Polonius also has some words of warning for Ophelia regarding Hamlet's amorous attentions. Reread I, iii, 110-118.  Note the meaning of Polonius' lecture, and discuss his use of the word "tender" and the effectiveness of this play on words (pun).  At the end of the scene, mark the command Polonius gives his daughter.  Why is Polonius so concerned about this relationship? (Discussion)

8. When Hamlet goes out to the watch in hopes of seeing the ghost, he discusses the new king, Claudius, and the general state of Denmark.  Reread I, iv, 16-41.  Explain the meaning of these lines and what they disclose about Hamlet's character.  Especially discuss Hamlet's reactions to Claudius' "heavy-headed revel east and west," and Hamlet's thoughts regarding the reputation of his country and the individual.  (Written response)

9. Marcellus, one of the soldiers on watch, comments  (I,iv,100), "Something is rotten in the state of Denmark."  After reading this much of Act I, what do you perceive is "rotten" in Denmark?
10. When Hamlet finally gets to talk with the ghost, he finds out a lot of information about the death of his father and the marriage of his mother to Claudius.  Reread I,v,14-99.  Complete a close interpretation of the ghosts' information and advice to Hamlet.  (Written response)

11. Reread I,v,204-212.  Be sure to understand the meaning of Hamlet's words, especially noting 210-211. (Discussion)

12. Shakespeare's plays and sonnets abound with phrases that are now considered cliches.  Identify some of the cliches found in Act I of Hamlet.  (Discussion)

13. Consider the tragic heroes Oedipus and Hamlet.  Note some of the similarities and differences that are already apparent in their characters and situations. (Written response: all; a comparative chart is fine)

Citations are from The New Folger Library Hamlet, 1992.
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