Chapter 3 Study Guide   Environmental Policy
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1. What is a policy?

2. Give and example of a policy and explain why it is a policy.

3. What are the purposes of Environmental Policy?

4. Relate the concept of a “Free Rider” to voluntary agreements to protect the environment.

5. Why would someone argue that voluntary agreements are better than government policy, laws and regulations.

6. What is the role of the legislative branch of government in making policy?

7. What is the role of the executive branch of government in making policy?

8. What is the role of the judiciary in making policy?

9. What is a ”regulatory taking” and why are they not supported by the courts?

10. Summarize the differences between the first, second and third waves of environmental policy in the United States.

11. What were the TWO main impacts of the National Environment Policy Act (NEPA)?

12. What are 5 functions of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)?

13. Why are environmental regulations sometimes considered barriers to trade?

14. What kinds of things can an individual citizen do to influence environmental policy?

15. Differentiate the advantages and disadvantages between a market-based policy and a command and control policy. Give examples of each in your answer.
16. List 5 international organizations that affect international environmental policy.

17. Are international organizations making environmental policies that are improving the environment?  Use examples in your answer.

18. Explain how the “Revolving Door” affects environmental policy.
19. What is the role of science in developing environmental policy?

20. When is the role of science NOT EFFECTIVE in developing environmental policy?  Give examples in your answer.

21. On p.78, read about the “General Mining Law of 1872”.  How do explain the fact that it has not been repealed in over 125 years?

22. On p.78, read about the “Forest Service road-building subsidies”. Explain how you feel and think about the subsidies?

Part 2.  Match the following with the correct “Wave” of United States Environmental Policy. (First Wave, Second Wave, Third Wave)

1. Rachel Carson’s  book: “Silent Spring”

2. General Land Ordinances

3. Homestead Act

4. National Parks System

5. Minerals Land Act

6. NEPA

7. Earth Day

8. Clean Water Act

9. Wilderness Act

10. Clean Air Act

11. Soil Conservation Act

12. National Forest System

13. Wildlife Refuge System

14. Toxic Substances Control Act

15. Solid Waste Disposal Act

