[image: image1.png]June 27: Police raid the Stonewall Inn,
a gay bar in Greenwich Village, New
York, resulting in 13 arrests and four
injured police officers. Violent con-
frontations at the bar will continue
over the next three nights. e Life
magazine runs portrait photos of all
242 Americans killed in Vietnam
during the previous week, setting off
reaction around the nation.

July: President Nixon sends a secret
letter to Ho Chi Minh. He urges him
to settle the war and threatens to
resume bombing if peace talks are
still stalled on November 1. e Elvis
Presley returns to live performance
with an extended gig in Las Vegas. He
is a smash, redeeming himself for his
failure in the gambling town more
than a decade earlier. 4

July 1: Prince Charles is invested as
Prince of Wales and Earl of Chester in
a ceremony at Caernarfon Castle,
Wales.

July 3: Brian Jones, drummer for the
Rolling Stones, dies from drowning at
age 27.

July 4: Maggie Geddes and other
antiwar activists break into a draft
board office in Rockefeller Center in
New York City and shred 6,500 “1-A”
files. They also destroy reference
books and the office’s “1” and “A”
typewriter keys.

July 8: The first U.S. troops with-
drawn from Vietnam fly back to the
States.

July 9: The school boards of Chicago
and the state of Georgia are warned
by the U.S. Justice Department that
they must address racial imbalances
in their schools. See July 14, 1969.

July 14: The U.S. Justice Department
orders 25 Alabama school districts to
hasten desegregation.

July 16: Apollo 11 is launched from
Cape Kennedy carrying Edwin “Buzz”
Aldrin, Michael Collins, and Neil
Armstrong. They are attempting to
become the first humans to land on
the moon. See July 20, 1969. >

2 6n_]une 27,1969, as part of a routine

“They were throwing more than lace hankies. | was almost decapitated
by a slab of thick glass. It was thrown like a discus and just missed my
throat by inches. The beer can didn’t miss, though. It hit me right above
the temple.”

—POLICE OFFICER DESCRIBING RIOTING AT THE STONEWALL INN;
NEW YORK DAiLy NEws, JuLy 6, 1969

The Stonewall Rebellion

THE POLICE CHOSE THE WRONG NIGHT to raid the Stonewall Inn, a Mob-run bar
in Manhattan’s West Village. Gay icon Judy Garland was buried that day,
and Stonewall’s regulars of drag queens, gays, and lesbians were in a decidedly

angry and downbeat mood.
, “When the police busted the club

practice of shaking down Mob joints
for “protection money,” the patrons
responded not with compliance but
with rage. On the first night, 13 people
were arrested and four policemen
injured. The riots escalated over the
next three nights, as growing numbers
of protesters chanted “Gay Power!”
They emblazoned the Stonewall with
graffiti that read “Legalize gay bars!”
and “I’'m a faggot and proud of it!”

Gay counterculture bard Allen
Ginsberg, who partook in the insur-
rection, extolled the new mood of gay
defiance. “You know,” he said, “the
guys there were so beautiful—they’ve
lost that wounded look that fags all
had 10 years ago.”

The Stonewall riots triggered the
gay liberation movement, which swept the nation during the 1970s. On a more
fundamental level, however, Stonewall was about the right to party. In the wake
of this cultural watershed, gay men seized control of several Mob-run bars and

Gay pride demonstration in New York
on the first anniversary of the
Stonewall riot

discotheques to create a distinctively gay club culture.

Michael Giammetta, a bona fide Stonewaller, called Stonewall a “turning
point” that inspired him to launch his own gay club guide, Michael’s Thing, which
furthered gay men’s quest for an above-ground, legitimate social life. The sum-
mer uprising, originally named “Gay Freedom Day,” since has been com-
memorated annually during “Gay Pride” festivities nationwide.
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[image: image2.png]hewe two photographs show Honolulu’s Diamond Head
sments before and a split second after a U.S. nuclear weapon
s exploded at Johnston Atoll, some 850 miles southwest
1 Hawaii. Night was momentarily turned into day. This was
ne of 2 series of 36 detonations in the spring and summer
f 1967 at the Pacific testing grounds. Decades later, pluto-
s contamination from several aborted attempts

#named in the atoll. These were the last U.S. atmospheric
wiear tests, which were banned by a 1963 treaty signed by
w Limted States, Great Britain, and Soviet Union.
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“The insects are winning: We're on a pesticide tread-
mill. The insects adapt to the particular insecticide
used. .. forcing us to find ever deadlier new

ones.... Thus the chemical war is never won, and all
life is caught in its violent crossfire. ..”

—AUTHOR RACHEL CARSON, SILENT SPRING

Silent Spring

“ THE FEW BIRDS seen anywhere were moribund; they

trembled violently and could not fly. It was a spring
without voices.” With such foreboding lines, 2 mild-man-
nered former U.S. Fish and Wildlife biologist named
Rachel Carson opened her wildly popular and controver-
sial 1962 book, Silent Spring.

Carson’s dire warnings about the destructive effects of
the chemical pesticide DDT and other “elixirs of death”
appeared first as a series of articles in The New Yorker in
June 1962. When published as a
book, her cautionary rale occu-
pied The New York Times bestseller
list for 31 weeks. A gifted writer,

SILENT

Carson sent chills into her read-

SPRING
Rachel
Carson

ers with descriptions of an Amer-
ican landscape denuded by
chlorinated hydrocarbons and an
ecological system out of balance.

With Silent Spring, Carson redi-
rected the discussion of nature and preservation in the
early 1960s and helped to hatch the modern environ-
mental movement with its emphasis on ecology. No longer

was nature something “out there” to be preserved, but
rather it was everywhere. “Man, however much he may like
to pretend the contrary, is part of nature,” Carson wrote.
If water, soil, and birds—even the suburban front lawn—
were at risk of contamination, so were people.

Silent Spring also pioneered a new tone for political
activism. Carson presented an early feminist challenge to
male experts and critics, who predictably referred to the
book as an “emotional” outburst. Her critique of the
booming chemical industry and the nascent war economy,
and her emphasis on the personal responsibility of con-
sumers, anticipated much of the country’s grassroots
activism of the 1960s. Carson died in 1964, eight years
before Congress finally outlawed the use of DDT.
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lN 1965 GENERAL MOTORS, the largest corporation in the
United Stares, hired a private detective to follow, harass,
and dig up dirt on a gangly young lawyer from Winsted,
Connecticut. That lawyer was Ralph Nader.

Born in 1934 and educated at Princeton, Nader by 1965
was still fresh from Harvard Law School and working in
Washington, D.C., as a Senate staff consultant on highway
safety. A muckraker in the progressive reform tradition,
Nader made his exhaustive findings public in the bestseller
Unsafe at Any Speed. The book exposed the roots of the
unsafe vehicle problem in the United States. Nader singled
out GM’s rear-engine Corvair, showing how the profitable
company had sacrificed safety for style in the cat’s con-
struction. As a result of his exposé, sales of the car dropped
by 93 percent. Nader argued that car safety could “be
improved only by the forging of new instruments of citizen
action.”

GM’s spying fiasco backfired, and when the president
of General Motors apologized before a congressional com-
mittee, Nader’s reputation as a crusader for consumer rights
and safety was assured. In the wake of his book, the
National Traffic and Motor Safety Act (1966) was passed, set-
ting new safety standards for the automobile industry.

Nader went on to forge a career-long crusade to make
the workings of government transparent and accessible to
public citizens. A believer in institutions and their reform,
Nader and his task force of young lawyers, known as
“Nader’s Raiders,” gained hero status among the young

reformers of the Sixties generation. They encouraged whis-
tle-blowing and battled corporate power. They also exposed
lapsed regulation on a wide range of issues, from auto safety
to food and drugs to environmental concerns such as

nuclear energy and air pollution.

Nader’s efforts and example of research, advocacy, and
reform led directly and indirectly to such enduring
“Naderite” entities as the Center for the Study of Responsive
Law (1968). He also pushed hard and successfully for class-
action lawsuits against big corporations whose products
were unsafe or harmful to the environment. By the late
1970s and early 1980s, some critics believed his style of
activism had seen its day. But as a presidential candidate
in two recent elections, Nader showed that his message of

reform and persistence would live on.

Estelle Griswold (left), executive director of
Planned Parenthood in New Haven, Con-
necticut, and Cornelia Jahncke, president of
the Parenthood League of Connecticut,
celebrare their U.S. Supreme Court victory in
June 1965. After they had provided contra-
ception information to a married couple,
Griswold and jahncke were convicted under
an 1879 Connecticut law that criminalized
assisting anyone seeking contraception in the
state. In Griswold v. Connecticut, the Supreme
Court ruled that the law infringed on citizens’
right to privacy and was thus unconstitu-
tional. American couples becarne more reliant
on contraceptives in the mid-1960s, ending
the postwar baby boom.
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