Bless Me, Ultima
Chapter 3
1. How is Tony noticing the passage of time in this chapter?

2. What questions is Tony asking about Lupito’s death?

3. How do Tony’s parents differ in their attitudes toward Tony’s future?  How does Ultima feel?

4. What stories has Tony been told about life in Las Pasturas?

5. What is going through Tony’s head as he wrestles with Horse?

6. Why does Maria Marez (Tony’s mother) say that “growing into manhood is a sin”?

7. What was the grey house on the hill?
Bless Me, Ultima
Chapter 4

1. How is Tony changing as this chapter opens?

2. How does the “presence of the river” affect Tony?

3. How does Ultima perceive the two branches of the family?

4. How does Tony feel here about having to choose his future?

5. What is Tony afraid of at the end of this chapter?

6. Why does Tony’s mother have an altar in the house?

7. How is Communion regarded in the Catholic Church?

8. How do Tony’s ideas about God compare to his perceptions of the Virgin of Guadalupe?

9. What is the nature of Tony’s dream in this chapter?

10. Why is the Virgin in mourning for the fourth son?

Bless Me, Ultima
Chapter 5

1. What are Tony’s uncles like?

2. What do Tony’s uncles feel about his future?

3. Why do cultures often have stories about people in forests dancing with the Devil?

4. Why does the family stop at the grandfather’s house first?

5. Describe the harvest that the family works to gather.

6. Why do the bells toll?

7. What is the feeling at the end of this chapter as Tony drifts off to sleep?

Bless Me, Ultima
Chapter 6

1. How does Tony feel about starting school?

2. How is Tony’s mother reacting to Tony’s first day of school?

3. How does Tony’s father regard his work on the highway?

4. Describe Gabriel’s feeling toward the llano on page ?51.

5. What blessing do you think Ultima is giving Tony on page ?51?

6. In what ways could Ultima’s blessing be like a whirlwind?

7. Tony says, “I looked at the three of them standing there, and I felt that I was seeing them for the last time:  Ultima in her wisdom, my mother in her dream, and my father in his rebellion.”  Comment.

8. Why do the other children make fun of Tony in class and at lunch?

9. How is Tony feeling at the very end of this chapter?

10. Why does the author compare the area to a “land of mild and honey”?

11. Why do the boys believe that drawing letters in the sand is magic?

12. Why are blessings important?

Bless Me, Ultima
Chapter 7

1. Why are the three sons meeting in San Diego?

2. How has the war affected the brothers?

3. How do Tony’s parents disagree in this chapter?

Bless Me, Ultima
Chapter 8

1. How does Tony’s mother react to having her sons back from the war?

2. How are the brothers affected by the season of the year?

3. In particular, how is Leon faring after his return and what does Tony think a bout it?

4. Compare and contrast Tony to his brothers.

Bless Me, Ultima
Chapter 9

1. How does the dream in this chapter affect Tony?

2. Why does Andrew remain at home?

3. Why does Tony feel like celebrating?

4. Why is it bad luck to catch and eat a carp?

5. How is Tony feeling about his religious training, now that he has encountered the Golden Carp?

Bless Me, Ultima
Chapter 10

1. What has caused Uncle Lucas’ illness?

2. What risk is Ultima taking in deciding to cure Lucas?

3. Why do the Trementina sisters feel the way they do?

4. Why is Tony’s presence important when Ultima exorcises the curse?

5. What role does Tony play in Lucas’ recovery?

6. How does the experience affect him?

7. How do the people of El Puerto regard Ultima after she heals Lucas?

8. Why do the witches take the form of the coyote?

9. Why does the curse involve a hairball?

Bless Me, Ultima
Chapter 11

1. What do Cico and Tony agree to do?

2. What feeling is conveyed by the description of Narciso’s garden, and what Biblical reference resembles it?

3. Why do only a few people know about the Golden Carp?

4. Why does Tony become sick?

5. What does the black bass represent?

6. What is Cico’s opinion about human nature and people’s behavior toward each other?

7. In Tony’s dream, what forces are struggling with each other?

8. Compare and contrast the story of la llorona with Cico’s story about the mermaid.

9. In what ways is this chapter similar to the story of Sodom and Gomorrah in the bible?

10. In this, Tony begins to doubt some of the beliefs he has been taught.  His experience with Ultima as she cures Tony’s uncle has affected him deeply. Think of a time when you or someone you know has experienced doubts.  This can be about any aspect of like—school, job, family, graduation, past , present, or future.  Describe this experience and say what effects it had.

