Three Things Poem

Poet Kim Stafford uses three specific things that are filled with imagery to describe the qualities of silent, loud, and eternal. Read her free verse poem below and note the three things she uses to convey her ideas.

ALIST TO MEMORIZE

Silent things are a deaf person

talking with her hands,

a hollow tree when the coon 

is gone into the moonlight,

a person after they have died

singing to their friends.


Loud things are a rattlesnake’s explosion 

by your foot, people laughing at you

when you say a secret by mistake, your own

great heart in the middle of a drum.

Things that last forever are

the color black, the taste

of salt, and the word

“good-by.”

Notice though that Stafford does not just list these things. She also uses imagery to add to the description of the list. Instead of just a deaf person, it is “a deaf person talking with her hands”. It is not just a rattlesnake that is loud but “a rattlesnake’s explosion by your foot”. You can clearly see that and note how silent that act is.
Next, read a sample poem from a student who wrote about her dad. All the three things to describe silent, loud, and eternal are about her dad, the main subject of her poem.

MYDAD


Silent

Is the sound of his hugging me

It’s the huffing and puffing of riding


his bike up a hill

Of his sleeping and resting


Loud

Is the sound of a drill at my Dad’s work

It’s the ringing of the phone, Bart asking


him about his notes

of screaming to get one of the guys


for the phone


YOUR TURN
For your own Three Things Poem, you will need to first brainstorm and then draft a poem with three stanzas—each stanza using THREE things to describe that word.

Be sure to use specific details and good imagery to showcase your creative flair.

The poem is not to be too lengthy. Follow the examples above as your guideline. 

You may choose between the following three things for your poem:

a) silent, loud, eternal (just like Stafford and the student above)

b) rough, smooth, calm

Remember, your poem must include the following:

1. THREE stanzas

2. Each stanza must describe the word (silent, for example) with THREE things.

3. be specific, include details, and use IMAGERY.

4. Each stanza may begin with: ___________things are OR __________ is

Again, this is imitating the above sample poems. Stafford begins hers with “Silent things are…” while the student begins hers with “Silent is…”

5. TYPE your poem. 

6. write in free verse

7. Pay attention to line breaks. DO not simply write from the left to the right margin. Decide where your lines will break depending on the flow and content of your poem. The structure and format you give your poem is also important so make deliberate decisions about them. 
8. Be sure to single space the stanzas themselves and double space between stanzas.
9. Give your poem a TITLE.
Good luck and have fun!
In this first stanza, the three things to describe silent are:


a deaf person


2. a hollow tree


3. a dead person





In this second stanza, the three things to describe loud are:


a rattlesnake


telling a secret


heart beating





In the last stanza, the three things to describe eternal are:


the color black


salt


good-by





Eternal 


Is the love for him from me


It’s the happiness of knowing he


	still loves me


Of the place in my heart I hold for him








The first two stanzas have more of the idea of imagery plus specific details about the subject. The last stanza is not as descriptive, yet conveys the idea of eternal. 








