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	DEFINITION
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	oral literature
	

	myth
	

	creation myth
	

	origin myth
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What is Mythology?

Generally they are stories and narratives which are archetypal which have permeated. However, before the arrival of Europeans and the spread of European influence, Native Americans did not use written languages. As a result, their myths and legends were passed from generation to generation in oral form, usually by special storytellers who sometimes used objects such as stone carvings, shells, rugs, or pottery to illustrate the tales. Furthermore, mythology, religion, history, and ritual were not separate things for Native American peoples. They were strands woven together in the various tales and stories that defined peoples' identity and gave order and meaning to their lives. The most serious of these were myths about how the gods created and ordered the universe and about the origins of important things such as humans, landforms, food, and death.
What is the function of Mythology?

· Connect people to nature

· Generally explain and provide reason for phenomena

· Way of explaining and interacting with world

· Control natural forces

· Teach lessons, morals, and customs and/or set examples for people’s behavior (trickster)

· Bind a clan, tribe or nation together

· Record historical events (i.e. flood identified by archaeologists as devastating Mesopotamia in around 4000 BC and Hebrew, Judeo-Christian, and Babylonian flood myths are almost identical)

· Give a kind of verbal geography lesson (i.e. description of landmarks to look for on a journey; usually exaggerated for effect)

· To justify a social structure

What are common elements of Myths?

· Animals

· Supernatural episodes to explain natural events

· Creation of natural phenomena

· Separation or differentiation (the forming of distinct things out of what was once a formless unity) (i.e. seasons, direction, continents)
· Imperfection

· Dualism, or tension between opposing forces

· Balance - pairs and opposites

· Sacrifice (often reflects the idea that life is born out of death)

· Birth/Death

· Idea of a mother and father (i.e. mother earth)
· A supreme being (sometimes there are two beings, or multiple beings)
· Not all cultures imagine life starting on earth (i.e. sky worlds, underworlds)
· Earth often covered with water and earth is brought up (diver-myths)

· Humans and animals living together peacefully or that peace being disrupted
· Sin and its results
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