Plans for Reconstruction

I. President (1861-1865) Abraham Lincoln’s Plan

A. Favored a lenient Reconstruction plan

1. In December 1863 he announced 10-Percent Plan 

a. Government would pardon all Confederates who would swear allegiance to the Union (except high ranking officials and those accused of crimes against prisoners of war)

b. When 10 percent of those who had voted in 1860 took the same oath of allegiance a former Confederate state could form a new state government and send representatives and senators to Congress

2. Under these terms four states moved towards readmission to the Union

a. Arkansas

b. Louisiana

c. Tennessee

d. Virginia

3. This angered a minority group in Congress-Radical Republicans

a. Radical Republicans wanted to destroy political power of former slave holders and to get Afro-Americans full citizenship and suffrage

b. This group was lead by Sen. Charles Sumner (Mass.) and Rep. Thaddeus Stevens (Penn.)

c. July 1864 Radical Republicans get Wade-Davis Bill passed in response to Lincoln’s Plan

1. declared that  for a new state government to be formed in former Confederate states a majority- not just 10%- of those eligible to vote in 1860 had to take oath supporting the Union

2. Lincoln Vetoed the bill because he believed it too harsh 

B. President Lincoln is assassinated April 14, 1865

1. killed at Ford’s Theater, Washington D.C. 

2. killed by Southern actor/extremist John Wilkes Booth 

3. just 5 days after Gen. Lee surrendered at Appomattox, MD

II. President (1865-1868) Andrew Johnson’s Plan 

A. Lincoln assassinated before he could implement his plan 

B. Johnson issued his plan in May 1865

1. differed little from Lincoln’s

2. Congress Was angry

C. The main difference between Johnson and Lincoln’s Plans

1. Johnson’s Plan sought to break power off from rich Southern planters and landowners by excluding them and high ranking Confederates from taking the oath needed to be able to vote

2. Johnson did promise to punish traitors

a. he later reneged and pardoned over 13,000 former Confederates

D. Problems from Johnson’s Plan

1. The remaining Confederate states quickly agreed to Johnson’s terms

2. They elected new state governments and sent representatives to Congress a. most had been former high ranking Confederates that Johnson pardoned

3. This greatly angered Congress

a. Congressional leaders refused to admit the new Representatives and Senators

b. Congress passed new laws they thought were missing from Johnson’s Plan

1. Freedman’s Bureau Act (Feb. 1866)

2. Civil Rights Act of 1866 (March) 

a. gave all Afro-Americans citizenship and forbade states from passing discriminatory laws that restricted their freedom 

III. Congressional Plan for Reconstruction

A. Congress was very angry over President Johnson’s recent actions (1866)

1. Radical and moderate Republicans agreed to work together to oppose his policies and shift power from president to legislative branch

a. Johnson vetoed both new acts Congress passed by Congress

b. Congress overrode his vetoes on both acts and drafted a new Amendment to the Constitution

1. 14TH Amendment

a. prevented states from denying rights to any U.S. citizen 

b. reduced states’ representation in Congress in proportion to the amount of male citizens in that state denied the right to vote 

2. to spite Congress, Johnson encouraged the Southern state legislatures to reject the amendment 

a. they did and the amendment was not ratified until 1868

B. The stage is set for further conflict

1. In the elections of 1866 the alliance of Moderate and Radical Republicans gained total control of Congress

a. they had enough numbers to override all Presidential vetoes   

2. Moderates and Radicals got the Reconstruction Act of 1867 passed

a. This act did not Recognize state governments formed under the Lincoln and Johnson Plans (except for Tennessee which had ratified 14th Amendment) 

b. Act divided remaining ten former Confederate States into 5 military districts 

1. states were required to grant Afro-American men the right to vote and ratify the 14th Amendment for readmission into the Union

c. Johnson vetoed the Reconstruction Act of 1867

1. Congress quickly overrode the veto

