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Esperanza Rising—Las Papayas 

 
1. VOCABULARY. Define and place into sentences words 11-20. 

 
2. RECALL INFORMATION. How did Señor Rodriguez react when Esperanza told him her father was dead? 

 
 

3. RECALL INFORMATION. How does the family pass the days after Papá’s death? 
 
 

4. MAKE INFERENCES. What did Esperanza mean when she compared her Uncles to “la calabaza?” 
 
 

5. MAKE INFERENCES. Why is the family so angry at Tío Luis? 
 
 

6. RECALL INFORMATION. How did Mama and Esperanza feel when Tio Lius asked Mama to marry him? 
 
 

7. RECALL INFORMATION. Why did he ask her to marry him? 
 
 

8. RECALL INFORMATION. Why did Alfonso decide to take his family to the United States? 

 

 

9. TEXT TO SELF CONNECTION. If you were in Esperanza’s situation, would you have opened your birthday 
presents? Why or why not? 
  

10. DRAW CONCLUSIONS. Write what was going on in Esperanza’s head as the events of this chapter unfolded. 
 

 

 


