English 4 Literary Terms
1. Anglo-Saxon poetry-written between 7th-12th century, poetry is characterized by strong rhythm or cadence, meant to be chanted or sung
2. argumentation- reasoning that proceeds methodically from a statement to a conclusion
3. author’s purpose- reason the writer is writing – could be to entertain, express opinions, or to persuade
4. caesura – break in the flow of a line or verse of poetry

5. compare/contrast- show how ideas are similar and how they are different

6. conceit- elaborate or strained metaphor – compared at length; or a fanciful idea

7. controlling image-like a motif, predominant visual description or symbol reoccurring in passage or poem
8. diary-a personal record of events in somebody's life, often including personal thoughts and observations
9. elegy-a mournful or reflective poem; a tribute to one who has died 
10. epic - a long narrative poem on a serious subject

11. epigram-a concise, witty, and often paradoxical remark or saying
12. epitaph-inscription on a tomb or monument in memory of the deceased person
13. epithet-a descriptive word or phrase added to or substituted for the name of somebody or something, highlighting a feature or quality
14. fable- a brief tale, in either prose or verse, told to illustrate a moral or teach a lesson

15. fantasy-a type of fiction featuring imaginary worlds and magical or supernatural events
16. farce- exaggerated comedy; absurd plot, humorous dialogue, puns, mistaken identity

17. humor-the quality or content of something such as a story, performance, or joke that elicits amusement and laughter
18. kenning-a metaphoric expression, often a phrase, used to denote another word in Old Norse and Old English poetry
19. Neoclassicism-relating to or characteristic of the European revival of Greek and Roman literary forms- views humans as imperfect; respects order, reason, and rules
20. octave-poetry a group of eight lines of verse, especially the first eight lines of a sonnet, or a poem that consists of eight lines
21. pastoral-a literary work or painting that portrays rural life in an idealized way; often showing shepherding lifestyle
22. plays (miracle, morality, mystery)- plays written in the Middle Ages, portraying a Bible story, dramatizing the life of a Saint,  or moral conflicts through allegory
23. scripture – literature found in the Bible

24. sestet-a stanza or poem of six lines, especially the last six lines of a Petrarchan sonnet
25. sonnet 14 lines of iambic pentameter (Petrarch-set in 1 octave and 1 sestet with rhyme scheme -abba, abba, cde,cde)   (Spenser- 3 quatrains, 1 couplet with abab, bcbc, cdcd, ee rhyme)

26. synecdoche-a figure of speech in which the word for part of something is used to mean the whole, e.g. "sail" for "boat," or vice versa
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27. canto- chant

28. catalogue verse – a list in a character’s lines (i.e. MacBeth – listing types of dogs)

29. idyll-– a descriptive work in poetry or prose dealing with rustic life or pastoral scenes, 
suggests a mood of peace and contentment

30. inscape- tone of imagery

31. metonymy- a figure of speech containing the name of one thing for that of another for which it is an attribute or is associated - ie. “crown” for “lands belonging to the crown”

32. mock epic –epic on trivial incident; exaggerating hero and their actions 
33. rhyme royal –stanza of seven lines in iambic pentameter with rhyme scheme of ababbcc

34. saga – long detailed account  (originally from Iceland – telling of heroic accounts)

35. villanelle – French poem, 19 lines (aba aba aba aba aba abaa) 
