Presentation Topics for Macbeth

For your assigned topic, provide a thoughtful, thorough response with specific textual details from the play, examining closely Shakespeare’s use of language—figurative language, connotation, sounds or other poetic devices—and connecting your topic to larger themes.
 (20 points)
1. Why would the Elizabethans have considered regicide an unnatural act and how is this idea reinforced by comments and incidents from the play? Demonstrate, citing incidents and dialogue from the play, that killing a legitimate king is such an unnatural act that even nature is against it.

2. Explain the meaning of “Fair is foul, and foul is fair,” and point out how and where this motif appears in the play. What is the significance of these doubles, contradictions and paradoxes?

3. What do the Witches represent and what is their function in the play? Do the witches suggest that murder is the way for Macbeth to become king? Why do they go to so much trouble to mislead Macbeth? Why are they given androgynous characteristics?
4. Trace the development of Macbeth’s character from his first appearance in the play until his last. Note how and why he changes.

5. Trace the mental and emotional make up of Lady Macbeth from the first time we see her until her apparent suicide.

6. Discuss the frequent references to babies in this play as characters, symbols, and elements of a metaphor. 

7. Do short character analyses of Banquo, Macduff, Lady Macduff, and Malcolm. How do they act as foils for Macbeth and/or Lady Macbeth? 
8. In what sense does the audience observe the disintegration of two individuals as a result of their heinous crime? Use imagery from the play to support your answer. How does their disintegration parallel the disintegration of the state of Scotland?

9. Identify and point out the use of comic relief, as depicted in the “Porter Scene.” To what extent is the porter a foil for Macbeth, each transgressing morality in his own way? Point out any examples of irony, dramatic and situational, and double entendres in the play.
10. Examine the issue of gender in the play. How is the idea of manhood and womanhood explored in the play? How does this idea compare to such notions today? 

11.  “Macbeth is not a monster; rather, he is a man, perhaps more inclined toward evil than most men, but still a man who is tempted, succumbs to temptation, and plays the price for his weakness.” Decide whether you agree or disagree with this statement and find proof from incidents in the play. 

12. Discuss references to sleep and insomnia in the play. Examine the motif of darkness and concealment in the play. 


Written and Oral English Language Conventions


Demonstrate control of grammar, diction, paragraph, sentence structure and understanding of English usage


Speaking Applications


2.3 Deliver Oral Responses to Literature:


a. Understand significant ideas of literary works


b. Analyze imagery, language, universal themes


c. Support ideas through references to the text


d. Understand author’s style and effects


e. Identify ambiguities, nuances, and complexities











