Unit 10

“Social Problems and Domestic Policy of Contemporary America”

U.S. History
11.9 Students analyze U.S. foreign policy since World War II.

3. Describe U.S. Middle East policy and its strategic, political, and economic interests, including those related to the Gulf War.
Standard: 11.11 Students analyze the major social problems and domestic policy issues in contemporary American society.

1. Discuss the reasons for the nations changing immigration policy, with emphasis on how the Immigration Act of 1965 and successor acts have transformed American society. 

2. Discuss the significant domestic policy speeches of Truman Eisenhower, Kennedy, Johnson, Nixon, Carter, Regan, Bush, and Clinton (e.g., with regard to education, civil rights, economic policy, environmental policy).

3. Describe the changing roles of women in society as reflected in the entry of more women into the labor force and the changing family structure.

4. Explain the constitutional crisis originating from the Watergate scandal.

5. Trace the impact of, need for, and controversies associated with environmental conservation, expansion of the national park system, and the development of environmental protection laws, with particular attention to the interaction between environmental protection advocates and property rights advocates.

6. Analyze the persistence of poverty and how different analyses of this issue influence welfare reform, health insurance reform, and other social policies.

7. Explain how the federal, state, and local governments have responded to demographic and social changes such as population shifts to the suburbs, racial concentration in the cities, Frost belt-to-Sunbelt migration, international migration, decline of family farms, increases in out-of-wedlock births, and drug abuse

Essential Questions:

1. What were the strategic, political and economic interests of the United States regarding the Middle East.

2. What were the domestic policy regarding education, civil rights, economic policy and environmental policy of each U.S. President following World War II.
Essential Vocabulary Terms:

1. Multiculturalism: supporting integration: advocating or encouraging the integration of people of different countries, ethnic groups, and religions into all areas of society.

2. Political left: members of organization most favoring change: a subgroup of a larger organization that is more liberal or radical than the rest of the organization.
3. Political right: conservative: the conservative membership of a group or political party.

4. Negotiated settlement: an agreement that has been discussed, compromised and agreed upon.

5. Social reforms: a change in society.

Extra Credit Films:
1. View one of the following films:

Anne B. Real
Courage Under Fire
Hoop Dreams
The Insider
Music of the Heart
Outbreak
Pay It Forward
Small Wonders
Smoke Signals
All the President's Men
The Joy Luck Club
Stand and Deliver
The World Trade Center
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2. Complete worksheet: Extra Credit Film Question
Extra credit must be turned in before the end of the unit to receive credit!

