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INTRODUCTION TO MACBETH
You will have two different types of assignments that you will be responsible for during the course of reading Macbeth.  Vocabulary:  I will provide you with the vocabulary and definitions.  You must provide me with complete and complex sentences using each vocabulary word.  Your title needs to reflect the name of the play and the act/scene.  Focus Questions:  Each act will have questions to enhance your understanding of each scene in the act.  You must answer the questions in complete sentences (at least 3 sentences per paragraph).  Title needs to reflect act number.

Vocabulary

Act I, scene i:

1. heath—a tract or open wasteland

scene ii:
2. brandish—to wave, shake, or exhibit in a menacing, challenging, or exultant way; flourish

3. valiant—full of or characterized by courage; brave

4. direful—dreadful; terrible

5. valor—bravery

6. vantage—a position that provides a broad view of a place or idea

scene iii & iv:

7. repentance—feelings of regret for wrongdoing

8. recompense—to pay; reward

9. plenteous—plentiful; abundant

10. thane—in Scotland, a feudal lord

scene v:

11. harbinger—a person or thing that signals what is to come

12. chastise—to punish; scold severely

13. impede—to hinder or obstruct

14. battlement—a wall with open spaces to shoot through, usually on top of a tower

15. access—a means of nearing or getting

scenes vi & vii:

16. frieze—a decorative band

17. buttress—a projecting structure built against a wall for support

18. trammel—to entrap or confide

19. adage—an old saying accepted as true

20. shoal—a shallow place in a body of water

21. gloss—brightness; sheen

22. chamberlain—a person who manages the household of a ruler or nobleman

23. mettle—courage

Act II, scene ii:

1. largesse—generous gifts

2. alignment—the position of one thing in respect to others

scene iii:

3. anoint—to put oil on (in a ceremony)

4. minion—a favorite

5. predecessor—a person who comes before another in time—in a position, office, etc.

Act III, scene i:

1. posterity—all succeeding generations

2. verity—a statement or belief acknowledged to be true

3. oracle—something or someone believed to be a source of wisdom

4. bestow—to give; grant

5. parricide—the murder of a parent

6. rancor—malice; spitefulness

7. liege—a lord or sovereign

8. sundry—miscellaneous; of an indefinite small number

scene ii:

9. malice—a desire to be hurtful to others

10. levy—the imposing or collecting of taxes or other payments

11. jocund—jovial; cheerful

scene iii:

12. venom—spite; malice

13. gory—bloody

14. appall—to horrify; shock

15. infinite—without beginning or end

Act IV, scenes i & ii:

1. entrails—one of the intestines; the bowels

2. cauldron (caldron)—a large kettle or boiler

3. newt—a small amphibian of lizard-like appearance

4. conjure—to call upon solemnly; to beseech

5. deft—apt; clever

6. chafe—to make warm by rubbing

7. vanquish—to conquer; to overcome

8. pernicious—having the quality of destroying or injuring

9. diminutive—small, little

10. judicious—prudent; sagacious

11. laudable—deserving praise; commendable

12. unsanctified—not holy; unworshipped

scene iii:

13. intemperance—lack of restraint

14. avarice—greed for wealth

15. blaspheme—to speak in an irreverent way (of God or sacred things)

16. integrity—moral principle

17. abjure—to renounce or give up

18. resound—to sound loudly

19. imperial—having supreme authority

20. voluptuous—sensuous

21. cistern—a large receptacle that is used to hold water

22. covet—to have a strong desire for something

23. sanctity—holiness; saintliness

24. benediction—a blessing

25. dire--dreadful 

Act V, scene i:

1. perceive—to become aware of something

2. pertubation—disturbance

3. murky—dark or gloomy

scene ii:

4. valiant—brave

scene iii:

5. fain—gladly

6. oblivious—unaware

7. purgative—cleansing

scene iv:

8. censure—to criticize or disapprove severely

9. speculative—theoretical

scene v:

10. siege—an attempt to capture a place by surrounding and blockading it

scene vii:

11. abhor—to hate intensely

12. brandish—to wave or flourish in a menacing way

scene viii:

13. compass—to go round; to achieve, accomplish

Focus Questions

Act I:

1. What mood is established at the beginning of the play?

2. How does scene ii introduce the absent Macbeth?

3. Were the witches intended to be real?

4. How do Banquo and Macbeth react to the witches?

5. How do Macbeth and Banquo receive the news from Ross and Angus?

6. What images do Duncan’s words in scene iv conjure up?

7. How is Lady Macbeth characterized in scene v?

8. What is the relationship between Macbeth and his wife?

9. What is Lady Macbeth’s evaluation of her husband?

10. What is the effect of Duncan’s words in scene vi?

11. What is the attitude of Macbeth’s soliloquy in scene vii?

12. What is the Lady Macbeth’s function in scene vii?

13. Why is the topic of Lady Macbeth’s womanliness raised again?

Act II:

1. What is the significance of Banquo’s talk with Fleance in scene i?

2. What is the significance of the dagger in scene i?

3. Describe Lady Macbeth’s composure in scene ii?

4. What is the effect of Macbeth’s entrance after the murder?

5. What is the irony of Lady Macbeth’s comfort?

6. What is the function of the porter in scene iii?

7. How is attention focused on Macduff?

8. Why does Lady Macbeth faint?

9. Why are there unnatural omens during the night?

10. Why does Macbeth comment that he wises himself dead?

11. How do Duncan’s sons react when they learn of the murder?

12. What is the effect of the old man’s talk in scene iv?

13. What is the significance of Macduff’s comments?

Act III:

1. In scene i, how does Macbeth react to success?

2. How does Macbeth arouse the murderers?

3. In scene ii, is Lady Macbeth enjoying her new position?

4. Why does Macbeth keep his attack on Banquo a secret from her?

5. Why does Macbeth invoke the night?

6. Who is the third assassin at Banquo’s murder?

7. How does Banquo react to the attack?

8. What is the importance of Fleance’s escape?

9. How does Macbeth delude himself in scene iv?

10. What is the importance of Banquo’s ghost?

11. How does Lady Macbeth respond to Macbeth’s outburst?

12. What is revealed about conditions in Scotland?

13. What is the purpose of Hecate’s interview with the witches?

14. What is the purpose of scene vi?

Act IV:

1. In scene i, why is the witches’ chant give in such detail?

2. Explain the paradox of the apparitions.

3. What is the import of Macbeth’s commands about Macduff’s family?

4. What attitudes emerge from Lady Macduff’s characterization?

5. Who is the messenger?

6. What dramatic elements emerge at the beginning of scene iii?

7. How does Malcolm test Macduff?

8. Why do the men discuss the king of England?

9. How does Macduff receive the news of his loss?

Act V:

1. What is Lady Macbeth’s mental state in scene i?

2. What are conditions in Scotland?

3. What is Macbeth’s mood in scene iii?

4. What is the importance of the camouflage in scene iv?

5. How does Macbeth receive the news of his wife’s death?

6. What is the importance of Malcolm’s speech in scene vi?

7. What is Young Siward’s reaction to the name “Macbeth”?

8. Why does Macbeth speak of playing “the Roman fool”?

9. How does Macduff reveal Macbeth’s doom?

10. What is the significance of Malcolm’s ascension?

