(9th) Lesson 14: Evaluating a Text

Directions: Read the passage and then answer the questions on the following page.

You are driving down the road, and you notice that the car in front of you is driving five miles under the speed limit and is drifting back and forth over the center line. You may think that this driver is experiencing some sort of trouble and is in need of assistance. You change lanes, drive alongside the vehicle, and look in the driver-side window. Upon closer inspection, you realize that the only assistance the driver needs is for someone to tell him to quit talking on the phone and pay attention to the road.

Because traffic laws do not properly address this issue, I am forced to encounter these menaces on wheels more often than I should. They no longer surprise me, and yet they have not ceased to anger me. How can people be so selfish as to endanger the lives of others on the road?

It is clear that the American public cannot be trusted to behave responsibly while driving. Therefore, I feel that the government must take steps to outlaw the use of cellular phones while operating a vehicle. Cellular phone users will undoubtedly be outraged with the law, but perhaps they will come to realize that the law protects their own safety as well as the safety of others.

1. The author wrote this passage to

A.
state an opinion.

B.
tell a story.

C.
provide instructions.

D.
compare two things.

2.  What is the author’s tone when speaking of cellular phone users? 

J.
respectful

K.
cautious

L.
affectionate

M.
annoyed

3.  Which of the following statements would best support the author’s argument? 

A.
Listening to music in the car is also very distracting.

B.
Many cellular phone users are traveling salesmen.

C.
Phone companies have developed “no hands” phones that allow drivers to keep both hands on the wheel.

D.
Thousands of traffic accidents occur every year due to inattentive driving.

4.  The majority of supporting statements that the author uses to support her argument is based on

J.
proven facts.

K.
personal opinion.

L.
research.

M.
exaggeration.

5.  Why did the author begin the passage by describing a scenario from the reader’s point of view? 

A. to create an element of suspense that leads up to a surprise ending

B. to convince the reader not to use      cellular phones

C. to draw the reader in by mentioning a common experience

D. to make the reader feel foolish and defensive


(9th) Lesson 15: Revising a Text

Directions: Read the passage and then answer the questions that follow.

    Most of my fondest childhood memories are based upon my family’s numerous trips to northern Wisconsin. Several times a year, my mother, father, brothers, and I would pack up the van and embark on a four-hour drive to the family cabin. 

    When I think about it now, the cabin was not really much to look at. You should have seen it. It was small and dingy. It was decorated with worn furniture that had been cast off by various relatives. The paneling was outdated and the ugly, green linoleum floor was accented by hideous remnants of an orange shag carpet. And when I was a kid, that cabin felt like a palace to me. The drive up to the cabin seemed to take forever. The family cabin was, and still is, my favorite place in the world.

KEEP SCROLLING!

1.  Which of these sentences belongs in the first paragraph? 

A.
When I think about it now, the cabin was not really much to look at.

B.
The family cabin was, and still is, my favorite place in the world.

C.
The drive up to the cabin seemed to take forever.

D.
And when I was a kid, that cabin felt like a palace to me.

2.  Which of the following words or phrases would best replace the underlined word in the passage? 

J.
After all

K.
Nevertheless

L.
Therefore

M.
In other words


3.  Which of the following sentences can be deleted from the passage? 

A.
You should have seen it.

B.
The family cabin was, and still is, my favorite place in the world.

C.
It was decorated with worn furniture that had been cast off by various relatives.

D.
When I think about it now, the cabin was not really much to look at.

4.  Which of the following ideas should follow the author’s point about how the cabin felt like a palace? 

J.
It was surrounded by trees on all sides, and there was a river that ran nearby.

K.
Each of us had our own room, and there was lots of space to move around.

L.
In the winter, we would have to dig through several feet of snow just to open the front door.

M.
Dad made sure to keep the fire burning, and Mom always had a tasty stew cooking on the stove.

*** Please do NOT write on this. ***











