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The Pattern of Trade in the Ancient Eurasian World 
The period of Maurya rule in India coincided ",cith a great 
expansion in trade bcrween the ma.in centers of civiliza­
tion in Eurasia and Africa. [n the centurie.~ that followed, 
a perm3J1Cnt system of exchange developed that enended 
from Rome and the Mediterranean Sea to Ching, and 
Japan. The trading networks thal made up dlis system 
iIlcluded both those established between POfts cOflllected 
by ships and sea routes and those consisting of overland 
exchanges transmitted along the chain of trading centers 
that crossed central Asia and the Suda.nic region ofAfrica. 
By rhe last centuries Il. C .E., this far-flung tracting sysrem 
included much of the wodd as it was known [Q the peo ­
ples of me EaSLertl. Hemispild[e. 

I 

Some products produced :l.f one end of !:he system, 
such as Chinese silks and porceiai.r%, were carried the enure 
length of !:he network to be sold LI1 markets at !:he other 
edge, Ln Rome, for example. As a ",eneraJ [uk, products car­
ried over these great distances ten · ed TO be high-pricedJux­
ury goods such as spices and precious jewels. But most of 
the exchanges, particularly in bulk goods such as metal ores 
or foodstuffS, were between adjoining regions. The ports of 
western India, for example, carried on a brisk trade with 
rJlOse i.ll the Red Sea and Persiarj Guli~ whilt: tradiJlg CCll­

[(:rs in southeast Asia sllppljed China wim forest products 
and orner raw materials in cxcl' ange for rl1C many items 
manufactured by China's highly skilled arusans. Pdt I l ~J ugh 
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some merchants and se~rnen, particularly the Chinese and 
Arabs, could be found in POrts far fron1 their homelands, 
mosr confined their acti\irics within regiollal orbitS, such as 
the Arabian Sea, the Persian Gulf, or the South China Sea . 

This map provides an 'overview of [his great trading 
nerwo rk in the Jge of the CL!e,SiGlJ civilizations, roughly 
the 3rd century B. C.E. [Q the 3rd centl.!!)' C.E. It shows 
the mail; centers of production, t.he goods ex ported over· 
land and overseas, and the m ~ in directions of rrade in 
these products. In each of the main sectors participating 
in the system, key ports, ll11and trading centers, alid the 
products prod\lced in different regions are sbO\.\'o. 

Questions: Which civil. n rions or arCJS i.n the 
global trading ne r W il l'k were 1he main centers for 
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the production of fJnish 'fd products, such as cloth 
and pottery) Wh:lt major centers supplied ra\,v 
rnaterials, such as toreSl products or foods? vVhicb 
areas and port ce nters strike you as key points of 
convergence for the various rypes of trade> Wh,n 
advantages would these areas enjoy? Why were Illx­
ury good5 likely to be u .. nsporred the greatest dis­
tances! Wby were bulk goods, especially foods, 
usually shipped only sho t d,istanccs, if at am 'What 
were th e advantages and disadvantages o f sea 
and Ja.nd tral1spon' Bel;ides trad e goods, what 
other things might be ~ransmitted through the 
t1-ading networks? How great a role do YOIl tbink 
the tradiJlg ~ystem playc:d in the development of 
global ci vilization> 


