	Socratic Seminar Grading Rubric 



	Category
	Excellent = 4
	Good = 3
	Fair = 2
	Unsatisfactory=1

	 
	* No potentially hurtful nonverbal behaviors
	* Has a respectful attitude towards others
	* Participates verbally 
but shows impatience
	* Shows no respect for seminar

	Conduct
	* Exhibits patience with differing opinions
	* Slight impatience with differing opinions
	* May be argumentative
	* Is argumentative and rude

	 
	* Shows Initiative - asks peers for clarification
	* Shows a desire to contribute to seminar
	* Makes some insightful
comments
	* Arrives unprepared

	 
	* Attempts to draw others into discussion
	* Makes no attempt to
 involve others
	 
	* Causes distractions 

	 
	* Speaks to all participants
	* Mostly addresses peers, not just leader
	* Speaks directly to leader, no eye contact
	* Shows no desire to contribute

	Speaking
	* Avoids the urge to talk too long
	* Does not try to say "everything"
	* Speaks only with prompting; no real point
	*Reluctant to speak when called

	 
	* Articulates clearly and precisely
	* Attempts to bring new ideas into conversation
	* Cannot pronounce key words in the text
	* Mumbles, words mispronounced

	 
	* Speaks loudly enough to be heard by all
	* Tries to speak louder when signaled to do so
	* Speaks too softly; asked to speak louder
	* Cannot hardly be heard at all

	 
	* Cites logical, relevant textual passages to support views
	* Uses quotes or paraphrases; inferences are underdeveloped
	* Contributes opinions but that have no textual support for them
	* Makes illogical comments

	Reasoning
	* Resolves contradictory ideas of self and peers
	* Responds without any prompting
	* Read text, but has not thought about it enough
	* Says no more than "I agree"

	 
	* Relates the reading to other reading or studies
	* Comments intriguing enough to merit reaction
	* Minor points accurate- misses main concept
	* Avoids serious thought w/ humor

	 
	* Makes connections between own thoughts and those of others
	* Can make limited connections with ideas of other speakers
	* Difficulty formulating understandable comments sometimes
	* Ignores previous comments

	 
	* Listens for & responds to student-generated ?s
	* Is generally attentive and focused
	* Asks for repetition or rephrasing of questions
	* Is inattentive to other speakers

	Listening
	*Writes down questions comments, or ideas
	* Writes down thought, but not consistently
	* Takes very limited notes
	* Takes no notes during seminar

	 
	*Avoids repetition of previous remarks
	 
	* May be easily distracted
	* Comments show misinterpretation

	 
	*Acknowledges and builds on what others have said
	* Responds thoughtfully to ideas and questions that are raised
	* Does not visibly respond to cited text; unaware of location
	* Acts like "I'd rather be anywhere but here."

	 
	*Is familiar w/ text; can quickly locate quotes
	* Can locate most references in text 
	* Appears to have
skimmed the text
	* Is unfamiliar with the text

	Reading
	* Understands major concepts in the reading; identifies contradictions
	* Admits difficulty with reading, asks for clarification
	* Is confused about key concepts because of hasty reading
	*Unprepared and
doesn't ask for help
with the reading

	 
	* Has marked text or has a note sheet
	* Has marked text or prepared notes
	* Has little or no notes
	* Has no notes


