Vocabulary/Key Concepts: "censorship", theme, symbol
 

Focus Questions/Key Points: 1) Is The Catcher in the Rye a novel worth teaching and reading today? 2) Is Holden Caulfield a character that today's teenagers can relate to? 3) What are the important issues and images in the novel? 4) What is the purpose of the novel? What meaning does it hold for us?
Tell your school's administration what they need to know about censorship in America and challenges to The Catcher in the Rye in the past.
o Discuss the results of banning The Catcher in the Rye versus the possible benefits of keeping the novel in the school's curriculum.
o Be sure to base your argument on information found in the articles and in the statistics listed and NOT from a personal, emotional response.
o Use specific, accurate, and relevant information from the articles and also from the statistics to support your discussion.
o Use a tone and a level of language appropriate for a persuasive letter to your school's administrative staff.
o Organize your ideas in a logical and coherent manner.
o Be sure to indicate any words taken directly from any web site by using quotation marks and referring to the title/source of the information.
o Follow the conventions of standard written English. 
[A great suggestion I received about this assignment: The essays could be used to stage a debate among the class. However, in my class, most students supported teaching the novel. But in a more divided class, this could be a great idea and could incorporate public speaking standards into this unit.]
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