A Farewell to Arms: Significant Passages from the Entire Text
Directions: Be able to explain the context (what was going on at that moment in the text), 
what the passage means, why the passage is significant (why this passage is important in terms of the entire book), 
and what the single most important word or phrase in the passage is and why.

Book One

1. “At the start of winter came the permanent rain and with the rain came the cholera. But it was checked and in the end only seven thousand died” (4).


2. “I tried to tell about the night and the difference between the night and the day and how the night was better unless the day was very clean and cold and I could not tell it; as I cannot tell it now. But if you have had it you know” (13).
3. “I went out the door and suddenly I felt lonely and empty. I had treated seeing Catherine very lightly, I had gotten somewhat drunk and had nearly forgotten to come but when I could not see her there I was feeling lonely and hollow” (41).


4. “’Yes,’ he said, ‘You do. What you tell me about in the nights. That is not love. That is only passion and lust. When you love you wish to do things for. You wish to sacrifice for. You wish to serve’” (72).


Book Two
1. “I slept heavily except once I woke up sweating and scared and then went back to sleep trying to stay outside of my dream” (88).
2. “When I saw her I was in love with her. Everything turned over inside of me” (91).


3. “God knows I had not wanted to fall in love with her. I had not wanted to fall in love with any one. But God knows I had and I lay on the bed in the room of the hospital in Milan and all sorts of things went through my head but I felt wonderful and finally Miss Gage came in” (93).



4. “’Oh darling, darling, darling,’ I said.
‘You see,’ she said. ‘I do anything you want.’
‘You’re so lovely.’
‘I’m afraid I’m not very good at it yet.’
‘You’re lovely.’
‘I want what you want. There isn’t any me any more. Just what you want’” (106).



5. “’You’re my religion. You’re all I’ve got’” (116).


6. “’All right. I’m afraid of the rain because sometimes I see me dead in it’” (126).


7. “We turned down a side street where there we no lights and walked in the street. I stopped and kissed Catherine. While I kissed her I felt her hand on my shoulder. She had pulled my cape around her so it covered both of us. We were standing in the street against a high wall” (150).


Book Three

1. “’I kept this to remind me of you trying to brush away the Villa Rossa from your teeth in the morning swearing and eating aspirin and cursing harlots. Every time I see that glass I think of you trying to clean your conscience with a toothbrush’” (168).


2. “’Oh, yes. That is true. Already I am only happy when I am working’” (170).


3. “There were many words that you could not stand to hear and finally only the names of the places had dignity. Certain numbers were the same way and certain dates and these with the names of the places were all you could say and have them mean anything. Abstract words such as glory, honor, courage, or hallow were obscene beside the concrete names of villages, the numbers of roads, the names of rivers, the numbers of regiments and the dates” (185).


4. “Well, it blew and it wasn’t the small rain but the big rain down that rained. It rained all night. You knew it rained down that rained. Look at it. Christ, that my love were in my arms and I in my bed again. That my love Catherine. That my sweet love Catherine down might rain. Blow her again to me. Well, we were in it” (197).


5. “Still they would shoot us for Germans. They shot Aymo. The hay smelled good and lying in a barn in the hay took away all the years in between” (116).


6. “There were no shots now. The piece of timber swung in the current and I held it with one hand. I looked at the bank. It seemed to be going by very fast. There was much wood in the stream. The water was very cold. We passed the brush of an island above the water. I held unto the timber with both hands and let it take me along. The shore was out of sight now" (225).


7. “You were out of it now. You had no more obligation” (232).


Book Four

1. “I had made a separate peace” (243).


2. “But we were never lonely and never afraid when we were together. I know that the night is not the same as the day: that all things are different, that the things of the night cannot be explained in the day, because they do not then exist, and the night can be a dreadful time for lonely people once their loneliness has started. But with Catherine there was no difference in the night except that it was a better time” (249).


3. “If people bring so much courage to this world the world has to kill them to break them, so of course it kills them. The world breaks every one and afterward many are strong at the broken places. But those that will not break it kills” (249).


4. “’I feel like a criminal. I’ve deserted from the army’” (251).


5. “’Poor boy. We none of us know about the soul. Are you Croyant?’
‘At night’” (261).


6. “’Then you too are in love. Do not forget that it a religious feeling’” (263).

Book Five

1. “’The doctor said I was rather narrow in the hips and it’s all for the best if we keep young Catherine small’” (294).


2. “’I did, but we quarreled so much that it wore itself out’” (304).

3. “We knew the baby was very close now and it gave us both a feeling as though something was hurrying us and we could not lose any time together” (311).


4. “I sat on the chair and looked at the floor and prayed for Catherine” (314).
5. “’I’m not brave any more, darling. I’m all broken. They’ve broken me. I know it now’” (323).

6. “I saw the little dark face and dark hand, but I did not see him move or hear him cry. The doctor was doing something to him” (325).


7. “’Don’t worry, darling. I’m not a bit afraid. It’s just a dirty trick’” (331).

8. “It was like saying good-by to a statue. After a while I went out and left the hospital and walked back to the hotel in the rain” (332).
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