Character Mandala
	What is a mandala?

· A mandala is a visual display of symbols and pictures that is used in some cultures to represent a person’s view of the universe.

· A mandala is traditionally organized using symmetrical patterns and symbols arranged in a circle to express a mood, feeling, idea, or belief system.
	For this assignment you will:

· Create your own version of a mandala to represent a character in your book.  

· Write an artist’s statement explaining how your mandala represents and reflects your chosen character.



	To Earn a “A”, you will be evaluated on this as follows:

	Mandala-

· Completeness: The mandala design includes 3 layers: a center symbol, a symmetrical pattern of symbols in the middle which include two quotes connected to the symbols, and at least two quotations + symbol designs around the perimeter connected to the quotes.  The character’s name and novel title appear somewhere on the finished mandala paper.

· Creativity: The design reflects creative, artistic expression with a colorful, detailed visual appearance and minimal “white spaces”.  Symbols are unique and go beyond the obvious.

· Presentation: Final product reflects effort and pride.  Mandala is neat, polished, unwrinkled or uncluttered in appearance.  Spelling is correct in all writing on mandala, including a quotation, character’s name, and novel title.
· Literary  Elements: each section must have at least one symbolic literary element. (Motif, archetype, simile, metaphor, symbolism or 
	Artist’s Statement-

· Completeness: Writer includes at least three complete, quality paragraphs to explain how the mandala reflects the character.  Each paragraph includes an example from the book (quote, passage, or plot detail) to support main points.

· Depth and Thoughtfulness: Writer clearly and thoughtfully explains all visual elements of the mandala, including the symbols, quotation, and artistic choices.  Writer shows an excellent understanding of the character.  The explanation venture deep beneath the surface to reveal unique traits and characteristics about the character.

· Presentation:  Final draft is neat, unwrinkled, and reflects effort and pride.  Writing is typed in final draft format. And has been edited for proper conventions and spelling.



	This assignment will be broken into three parts:

1. Brainstorming/Planning the artistic portion of the mandala 2. Designing the mandala 

3. Writing the artist’s statement

	PART ONE: BRAINSTORMING AND PLANNING YOUR MANDALA
Your mandala design will consist primarily of visual symbols, but will also include quotations as part of your design.  As you create your visual plan for your mandala, follow these guidelines for the 3 required layers of your design.

	The Center: This is where your audience’s eye will likely be drawn to first, so it is your chance as an artist to make a strong impact.  Symbolically, the center of your mandala also represents the HEART of the character you have chosen.

· Create a symbol for your center that is powerful visually, as well as ideologically—in other words, choose a symbol for how it looks as well as what it means.

· Your center must include one strong, distinctive symbol.
	Suggestions/Questions to consider when choosing your symbol:

· What is his/her greatest inspiration/motivation in life?

· What are his/her core values or strongest held beliefs?

· What conflicts has he/she faced or challenges has he/she overcome?

· What triumphs or victories has he/she achieved?



	The Middle Ring:  This is where the pattern of your design will really take shape.  The symbols you choose for the middle ring of your mandala will reflect some of the complex elements of your character’s INNER-SELF.  Including two quotes connected to the symbols.
· Your middle ring must include at least three different symbols.

· The symbols you choose may blend, overlap, or interconnect.  They may show distinct differences in size, shape, and color.  They may connect to and/or radiate from the center symbol, or they may be separate, individual layers or levels within the middle ring of your design.
	Suggestions/Questions to consider when choosing your symbol:

· What are this character’s most intense personality traits?

· What factors or events have helped to “shape” this character?

· Does this character see him/herself differently than how other see him/her?

· What goals/dreams does he/she have?

· What emotional highs and lows has he/she experienced in life?



	Suggestions/Questions to consider when choosing your quotes:

· Choose a quote from the novel or a quote from another author.  In either case, make sure the quotation connects to you character by reflecting his/her attitude or outlook on the world.

· It may help to think of the quotation as this character’s personal motto.  What are his/her “words to live by?”

	The Outer Ring:  This is where you will use both words and symbols to reflect the character’s OUTLOOK ON THE WORLD.  Combine both in a design around the perimeter of your mandala.  Make sure the pattern of words and symbol encircles the perimeter completely (or nearly).  You may repeat the quotes more than once if they are short.

· You outer ring must include at least two symbols and two quotation.
	Suggestions/Questions to consider when choosing your symbol:

· What life lesson has this character learned?

· What is this character’s outlook on the world?

· What is his/her attitude about the future?

· How are this character’s words and actions influenced by his/her environment?

	PART TWO: DESIGNING THE MANDALA

Once you have finished brainstorming and have selected your four symbols and your quotation, begin organizing your ideas into a mandala design.  Your design should include the following key elements:

· Circular in shape

· Shows symmetrical pattern

· Arranged according to the 3 layers described in part one

· Neat, colorful, and visually expressive

· Minimal “white space”-fill in circle with your design

· Do several rough sketches before settling on final design.

· Include character’s name and novel title somewhere on paper.
	PART THREE: WRITING THE ARTIST’S STATEMENT

Include an artist’s statement of at least 3 quality and detailed paragraphs.  This is equivalent to 1 paragraph per layer of the mandala.

· Each paragraph should include an example from the book to support your main points.  Examples may include quotes, passages, or a description of a plot event.  Always include page numbers.

· Your artist’s statement must answer the question, “How does this mandala reflect the character?”  

· Artist’s statement should be typed and edited for conventions.



	Other questions to consider when writing your statement:

· What do the symbols, words, and artistic choices (such as color or placement of symbols) on your mandala represent?

· How do the symbols connect to the character?

· What does your mandala as a whole say about what kind of person the character is?
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