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August 19, 2014
Dear Drama Students and Parents,

It is with great pleasure that I introduce myself to you as the Drama/Tech Theatre Teacher for Mark Keppel High School.  My experience at Keppel over the last ten years has taught me many positive things about our students and parents, and I am so proud to consider myself part of this community.

I have an extensive background in both professional and educational theatre.  I have a Bachelor of Arts degree in Speech and Theatre and a Master of Fine Arts Degree in Acting and Directing.  I have worked in professional theatre in both Chicago and LA as an actor and director for over 20 years and have been a theatre educator for fifteen years.  I am committed to continue building the drama program at Mark Keppel.  I have developed what I consider an engaging and challenging curriculum that is completely based in the California Performing Arts Standards.

Attached you will find a general course outline, a set of objectives, the tardy/absence policy, and an evaluation guide.  I have broken the year into major components of theatre that I feel are essential for the study of drama.  Adjustments to the curriculum may be made as I get to know the students and their progression.
Students, I look forward to working with you this year.  Parents, I look forward to meeting you at back to school night, throughout the year, and encourage you to join our Theatre Parent Booster Club.   More information on the booster club will be sent home with the students in the next few weeks, or you can email me at the address below.

If you should have any questions or concerns, please feel free to call me at the Visual and Performing Arts office at 626/943-6781 or email me at phillips_nadine@ausd.us
.
Best regards,

Page Phillips

Department Chair
Visual and Performing Arts

COURSE OUTLINE OF DRAMA I

(First year of study)
I. Voice & Movement (Standards: Artistic Perception 1.1; Creative Expression 2.2)
A. Warm up

B. Observation/Mindfulness
C. Stage Movement

II. Pantomime (Standards: Creative Expression 2.1; Historical and Cultural Context 3.3)
A. History of Pantomime

B. Current Trends of Pantomime

C. Individual and Group Work

III. Improvisation (Standards: Creative Expression 2.0; Historical and Cultural Context 3.3; Connections, Relationships, Applications 5.1)
A. Improvisation Skills
B. Building Characters from Improv

C. Situation Improvs

D. Improvisation as a Writing Tool

IV. Elements of Acting (Standards: Artistic Perception 1.1, 1.2; Creative Expression 2.1, 2.3; Historical and Cultural Context 3.1, 3.2, 3.3; Aesthetic Valuing 4.1, 4.2; Connections, Realationships, Applications 5.1, 5.3) 
A. Voice Production and Articulation
B. Monologue Work

Character Analysis


Character Development
C. Scene Work


Character Development


Relationship Work

D. Commercial Production


Writing, Producing and Acting


Film and Edit

V. The Play (Standards: Artistic Perception 1.1, 1.3; Creative Expression 2.1, 2.2; Historical and Cultural Context 3.1, 3.3; Aesthetic Valuing 4.1, 4.2; Connections, Relationships, Applications 5.2, 5.3)
A. Analyzing a Play

B. Auditioning

C. Rehearsing
D. Study of Contemporary American Playwrights
In addition, the students will be working on the following:

· Vocabulary Development

· Literary Terms

· Listening Skills

· Safety of the Theatre *

*At all times, the safety of each and every student will be observed, both physically and emotionally.

Evaluation:

Evaluation is based on point system.  Grades are determined by total points received per assignment, quiz, project, etc.  Assignments/Projects will be assessed with rubrics given to the students at the time they are assigned.  In addition, students will be graded on class participation and discussion.

Also, students are required to spend 10 hours per semester working on productions.

Absence and Tardy Policy:

Please refer to the Mark Keppel Student Handbook for our policy on absences and tardiness.  It is very important that students are in class and on time every day.  Make up assignments will be for excused tardiness and absences only.  Missed class information for the day will be the responsibility of the student and can be obtained from the website, provided by another student in the class, or by me directly.

OBJECTIVES OF DRAMA I
The student will
· create a warm up routine based on the realization of the importance of the voice and body to the art of acting
· become more aware of the world around them by developing their mindfulness  listening skills, noting mood, pacing and use of space
· identify the basic elements of pantomime performance and create simple pantomimes
· develop and demonstrate problem solving and quick thinking skills through becoming skilled improvisers
· identify and execute the vocabulary of theatre when responding to formal and informal works of the stage, film/video, and electronic media

· identify and utilize stage directions 
· utilize the who, what, when, where and how questions to create and develop characters 

· identify and analyze elements of a play

· critique character development by analyzing body language and vocal choices of the actor
· compare various interpretations of a play, analyzing the merits of the interpretations
· demonstrate the ability to create rehearsal schedules and set deadlines
· demonstrate the ability to design make up and costume for a particular character through the use of character analysis
· demonstrate the ability to write a critique with clarity, style and use of theatrical vocabulary
Dear Parents,

Some of the materials the students may choose to read or work on in both classical and contemporary literature, may be of a mature nature or subject matter.  As a practice, I do not like censoring the material we study.  I believe the literature we are studying gives us a broader view of  life.  We may not always agree with an author’s point of view, or chose to live our lives as the characters do, but part of our growth comes from understanding and experiencing, through reading or study, the lives of others.  In some ways, it helps us understand our own lives.  

I feel the material we are offering the students is completely appropriate for them and their age.  However, I would not wish your students to engage in material you feel may be inappropriate for them.  Please complete the information below and have your student return it to our classroom as soon as possible.  

If you have any questions concerning this, please email me or call me at the Visual and Performing Arts office.

My child, ________________________________, may participate in any materials chosen for study in this course.   If there are materials I feel are not suited or appropriate for him/her, I will notify the teacher immediately.   

________________________________
_________________________

Parent Signature/Name



Date

_________________________________
_________________________

Student Signature




Date

