Lord of the Flies by William Golding

Chapter Four: “Painted Faces and Long Hair”


1. How do Roger and Maurice treat the little ‘uns, Henry, Percival, and Johnny?

2. Roger seems more dangerous. Why?

3. On what does Jack focus?
What does he spend all his time thinking about?

4. In contrast, on what does Piggy focus?

5. Jack is extremely proud that he has killed a pig, but Ralph is angry and frustrated with Jack. Why?

6. How does Jack distract the entire group from his failure….from the fact that he screwed up and let everyone down?

1) 
“Roger gathered a handful of stones and began to throw them. Yet there was a space round Henry, perhaps six yards in diameter, into which he dare not throw. Here, invisible yet strong, was the taboo of the old life. Round the squatting child was the protection of parents and the law. Roger’s arm was conditioned by a civilization that knew nothing of him and was in ruins” (62).

What is a “taboo?”
Why doesn’t Roger throw a stone at Henry to hit him?

Will Roger’s memory of “civilization and its laws” last much longer?

2)
“’I was chief, and you were going to do what I said. You talk. But you can’t even build huts--then you go off and let out the fire--’” (71).

Ralph’s angry words reveal a great deal about what he believes is important. What does he care most about?

Reflection: Killing the pig seems to change Jack somehow. What do you notice about his behavior after he kills the pig?
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