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Eisenhower

Supreme Allied Commander

WWII

Beloved nationally

“I Like Ike”







Eisenhower Landslide



Korean Armistice

Fighting halted in ’53

No permanent peace treaty

54,000 dead Americans

Korea remains divided (to this day)





“Ike”

Fatherly figure

Fair, honest, above politics

Guide America through postwar period

Reluctant to face controversy



McCarthyism

Senator Joseph McCarthy (R), Wisconsin

Preyed on fears of communist infiltration

Proclaimed “communists in the State Dept”





“Tail Gunner Joe”

Demagogue

Attacked State Dept.

Went after US Army

Popularity collapsed



Integration at Home

Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka KS

Court rules segregation in schools unconstitutional

9-0 Ruling

Eisenhower reluctant to comment
“The court has made it’s decision, and I will uphold it”



We conclude that in the field of public education the 
doctrine of "separate but equal" has no place. Separate 
educational facilities are inherently unequal. Therefore, 
we hold that the plaintiffs and others similarly situated 
for whom the actions have been brought are, by reason 
of the segregation complained of, deprived of the equal 
protection of the laws guaranteed by the Fourteenth 
Amendment. This disposition makes unnecessary any 
discussion whether such segregation also violates the 
Due Process Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment.

--Chief Justice Earl Warren
Majority Decision

Brown v. Board of Education





Thurgood Marshall



Ike and The USSR

Sought to ease hostilities with the Soviets

Offers open-skies, Khrushchev rejects

Military spending skyrockets



Military Expenditures Since 1940



1956 Hungarian Uprising

People of Hungary rebel against USSR

Look to America for aid

2,500 Hungarians killed, 200,000 flee

US unable/unwilling to engage Soviets





The Middle East



Middle East: Iran
Iranian gov’t fights US oil interests in Iran

Lean toward Soviets

CIA leads coup against government

Prime Minister ousted

Installs pro-West dictator (Shah)





Mossadeq out... ...Pahlevi in



Middle East: Egypt

Nasser hopes to build dam in Egypt

Asks US for help

US reluctant, Nasser flirts with USSR

US pissed, refuses to help

Nasser retaliates, nationalizes Suez Canal (from UK)



Gamal Abdel-Nasser





Eisenhower Crushes 
Stevenson...Again (1956)



Space Race

Soviets launch Sputnik (Oct 1957)

First satellite in Space

America humiliated, far behind

Fears of a “missile gap”



Sputnik-1





Eisenhower and 
Khrushchev

Khrushchev visits United States, speaks at UN (1959)

Two meet at Camp David, speak of disarmament

Peace summit scheduled for May 1960 (Paris)





U-2 Incident
American spy plane shot down over Soviet Union

Pilot Francis Gary Powers captured

Eisenhower denies spy plane, claims weather plane

Soviets reveal they have Powers

Eisenhower humiliated, summit falls apart



U-2 Spy Plane



Captured On trial for espionage




