Sample Body Paragraph 

In Edgar Allan Poe’s, “The Bells,” the speaker suggests the up and down cycle of life with the extended metaphor of the bells. First, the speaker highlights the celebratory nature of life when he claims, “From the molten-golden notes,/ And all in tune,/ What a liquid ditty floats.” This line describes the sound of bells used in the happier moments of life, such as weddings. Like bells at a wedding that ring out happily, there are moments in life that exude joy and celebration. These moments are the “golden” moments of our lives, just as the sound of the bells ringing at a wedding celebration sound “golden.” However, the reality and harshness of life brings tragedy as well, which is apparent when the speaker points out the “clamour and the clangour of the bells.” Here, the alliteration of “clangour” and “clangour” help recreate the harsh sounds of these bells, which are presumably war bells. This terrifying sound of the bells parallels the dark moments in life that are filled with terror, confusion, or chaos, just as the grating noises of the bells fill the air with “clangour” and “clamour.” Finally, the speaker points out the most sobering moment of our life when he describes how, “In the silence of the night, / How we shiver with affright/ At the melancholy meaning of their tone.” The speaker refers to the dark sounds of bells one might hear at a funeral. However, when the speaker alludes to the “silence of the night,” he is referring to the moment in our life where we are confronted by our own mortality, or death. Thus, the speaker is able to capture the final “down” of life in the “melancholy meaning of their tone.” The reality of the up and down nature of life can also be seen in “The Call of the Gulls.” 
