Westerberg, English 5-6 H

THE SCARLET LETTER

Interpretive Essay 
Writing Situation: As a literary stylist, Hawthorne creates lavishly complex worlds through the use of rich metaphor and symbolism.  Indeed, though Hawthorne’s characters are vital beings in and of themselves, they also serve to represent ideas and, more often than not, are given the physical characteristics of those ideas.

Directions for Writing: In a well-structured, insightful essay, analyze how the physical appearance of two or more of Hawthorne’s characters resembles the quality of their inner life.  For each example, discuss how this symbolic representation reflects the central idea (theme) of the novel.  Provide evidence to support your claims.
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