THE IMPERFECT:  ANOTHER WAY OF 

EXPRESSING PAST TENSE
1. The imperfect expresses continuing activity in the past

She was talking

2. The imperfect describes an action that regularly took place in the 

past.


Words like:  generally, always, usually, etc. or the phrase

 “used to”, indicate the use of the imperfect.


I used to study.

3. It is used to describe how things were in the past.

It was a small house.

It was sunny.

4. It describes a physical, mental, or emotional state in the past.

They were tired.

Paco was hungry.

     Usually when use the verbs creer (thought, believed), saber (knew a fact),      

     querer (wanted), or desear (wished), or expressions with tener:  hambre, sed,

     frío, calor, sueño, etc.

5. Always use the imperfect when telling time in the past……..

It was two o’clock when…….

6. And to tell age in the past.

    

When I was 10 years old



When I was a little girl/boy

How do you form the imperfect?

All “ar”, “er”, and “ir” verbs follow the same model and there are only 3 irregulars.



HABLAR


COMER


VIVIR



Yo hablaba


comía



vivía


Tú hablabas


comías 


vivías


Él



Ella hablaba


comía



vivía


Ud.



Nosotros hablábamos
comíamos


vivíamos 


Vosotros-as


comíais


vivíais


Ellos



Ellas hablaban

comían


vivían


Uds.

IRREGULARS



VER



IR



SER



veía



iba



era



veías



ibas



eras



veía



iba



era



veíamos


íbamos


éramos


veíais



ibais



erais





veían



iban



eran

GUSTAR  
gustaba        followed by one verb or one thing



gustaban
followed by more than one verb or more than one 





thing

ESTAR may be used in the imperfect with the present participle (“ing”).


This is the PAST PROGRESSIVE:



So, she was talking -  can also be expressed like this;




Ella estaba hablando

DON’T FORGET:


There was 

when referring to an

There were

event is HUBO


When referring to how many people there were is HABÍA
