Ms. Lee
U.S. History
Great Depression WEBQUEST 


Introduction: 
Millions of people suffered during the Great Depression when the stock market crashed and years of drought pushed millions off of their land. The country is vast, with many different people whose different values and life stories vary greatly, but within that difference, there is also much similarity. The Great Depression was a period when the vast majority of people in America suffered. 

The Task: 
How were people's lives altered by the Great Depression? What were their experiences? Why was it considered Great? In order to answer these questions, you need to "meet" those affected. As a young person in this time period, you will describe your "personal" experience during the Depression and that of three other people you meet on your trek across the country in search of better conditions. Your task is to write three letters or diary entries in which you discuss, in detail, the conditions and people you met. 

The Process: 
On the second page there is a list of resources which pertain to students and youth during the Depression. Based on the documents you find on these websites, create an identity (it can be similar or different from your own) from which to view how the Depression has affected other people. It is important to recognize what your perspective is and how that will affect the way you see, analyze, and interpret events. 
The Great Depression affected people in too many ways for these letters or diary entries to recount so choose what aspects you wish to research carefully! There are many to choose from on the following pages of resources. Along with a links to written documents, there is also links to pictorial documents which should expand your understanding of this historical period. 

Along with your letters or diary entries, include a poem, song, drawing, or cartoon of your own creation which helps to communicate the experience. For Extra Credit, you may include a map of your character's travels. 

Each project must: 
A) contain historically accurate content. 
B) be written in a style appropriate for your character. 
C) be creative and clear. 
D) provide a description of where you are and who you have met. 
E) include a poem, cartoon, song, or drawing of your own creation that is appropriate to the time period and complementary to the situation/event/person being described. 

You will be evaluated on historical accuracy, creativity, and grammar 
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To open web page:  CTRL key + click or copy and paste link into browser
Please review the timeline before you continue:
Great Depression Timeline.com
Please view the pictures taken during the Great Depression
http://www.english.illinois.edu/maps/depression/photoessay.htm
Please review the information below about the Great Depression
http://www.english.illinois.edu/maps/depression/about.htm
People You Meet Along Your Journey 

(You must choose at least three)
 “Growing up During the Depression”
· http://www.kennesaw.edu/history/Conversations/cwh%20great%20depression.htm
· http://www.dce.k12.wi.us/srhigh/socialstudies/histday/Great%20Depression/great_depression.htm
· Bob Thomas

http://www.oberlin.edu/external/EOG/OralHistories/BobThomas.html
· Maynard Gott
http://www.oberlin.edu/external/EOG/OralHistories/MaynardGott.html
· Harold Gibson,

http://www.oberlin.edu/external/EOG/OralHistories/HaroldGibson.html
“Riding the Rails”
· Teenage young woman riding the rails 

· Teenage man riding the rails: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/rails/sfeature/talesbulls.html 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/rails/sfeature/talesburden.html 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/rails/sfeature/talestomsawyer.html 
· African-American youth riding the rails (analyze the pictures provided) 

“Workers”
· Chris Thorsten, Iron Worker: 
· Mr. Garavelli,  Stonecutter 

· Alice Caudle,  Mill Worker
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/wpaintro/thorsten.html
· Anna Novak, Packing House Worker
· Jim Cole, Packing House Worker
· Irving Fajans, Department Store Worker
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/wpaintro/rankfile.html
 “Woman and Work”
· Mrs. Elizabeth E. Miller

· Mrs. Mayme Reese, Housewife

· Mrs. Marie Haggerty, Maid
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/wpaintro/women.html
“The Dust Bowl”
http://www.english.illinois.edu/maps/depression/dustbowl.htm
