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	Term
	Definition
	In My Words
	Real Life Example

	Argument
	Expressing a point of view and then using logical reasoning to try to get an audience to accept that point of view as true or valid.
	
	

	Persuasion
	Using emotion as well as reasoning to change an audience’s point of view and move them to action.
	
	

	Allusion
	An indirect reference to a person, event, statement or theme found in literature, the arts, history, culture, etc.  They enrich meaning and are sometimes used so only a select few understand.
	
	

	Analogy
	A direct comparison of the similarities between two unlike things, one of which is usually more familiar.
	
	

	Anecdote
	A short narrative that helps make a point within another kind of writing or speech.
	
	

	Claim
	A statement that asserts the writer’s opinion or belief about a subject or the position the writer wants to take.  (THESIS)
	
	

	Comparison
	A rhetorical method that shows how two or more things are alike.
	
	

	Concession
	Admitting of a point in an argument.
	
	

	Connotative Language
	Words that suggest evaluations and emotional responses.
	
	

	Deductive Arguments
	Arguments that move from a general claim to a specific statement or example.
	
	

	Denotative Language
	The dictionary definition of a word; the direct or specific meaning.
	
	

	Ethos
	An appeal that relies on the writer or speaker’s character and credibility to persuade an audience.
	
	

	Implied Thesis
	A thesis that conveys the writer’s mood or overall impression/purpose but NOT directly.  It’s suggested by means of selection, organization, focus, and force of the details in the writing.
	
	

	Inductive Argument
	Arguments that move from specific examples to a generalization.
	
	

	Logical Fallacies
	Arguments that are based on faulty reasoning or an error in judgment.
	
	

	Logos
	A rhetorical appeal that relies on reason or logic to persuade an audience using facts, statistics, examples, experience.
	
	

	Metaphor
	An indirect comparison of one thing to another without “like” or “as”.
	
	

	Objective Description
	A method of description that tells about a subject without evaluating it.
	
	

	Parallelism
	Similarity of structure in a pair or series of related words, phrases, or clauses.  
	
	

	Parallel Structure
	Parallel items are joined by words like and, or, not, either/or, not only/but also
	
	

	Pathos
	A rhetorical appeal to the emotions, values, and attitudes of an audience.
	
	

	Rhetoric
	Language used for a specific purpose.
	
	

	Rhetorical Devices
	Strategies a writer or speaker use to make an argument.
	
	

	Rhetorical Question
	A question in which the answer is implied.
	
	


