7th Grade Social Studies


Traditional Japanese Art Project
Date Assigned: ______________    Date Due: _________________

Purpose:  Art is considered a major element of culture. Understanding another culture’s perspective through art will help to develop a greater appreciation for that culture. Japan is a country rich in the tradition of art, though it may be different than types of art created in Europe.  This project covers CA state standard 7.5.5 and school wide learning expectation B2 and C1
Project: 
Part I. Research: Students will select a form of traditional Japanese art and conduct research on that art form (examples will be shown in class). The research should include historical background on the art form (where/when) as well has how the art is created and used. Students should use a combination of print and online sources. Students will use good research skills to find reliable sources. All sources must be cited.
Part II. Paper:  After researching, students will prepare a 1-2 page paper following MLA format explaining: the history of the art including any important dates, artists and origins of the style, how it is traditionally constructed including the materials and methods as well as how the  art is used or displayed
Part III. Artifact:  Students will create a representation of their art using materials of their choosing. The artifact should be of original student design but can be based on real art. Students are free to use creativity and expression while still remaining true to the traditional form. This portion of the assignment will be completed at home
Part IV. Presentation: Students will individually give a 3-5 minute presentation of their artifact to the class. Students will share the information they learned about the type of art, describe their artifact, and some interesting details of the art style.

Grading: This project will be worth a total of 55 points. The paper and artifact will be worth 20 points each, the presentation 10 points, 5 points will also be awarded for creativity and use of research time.
Students will be giving a rubric with more specific grading details before the project is due. There will be 1-2 days of in class days for research and paper writing. No other class time will be giving for this project.
Art ideas

Haiku

Fan Painting

Brush Painting

Kimono

Origami

Zen Garden
Lanterns
Architecture
Music

Statues

Tea Ceremony

Noh Theater

Kites

Bunraku Puppets

Flower Arranging
Shodo (calligraphy)
Bonsai
