 LA 1 Research PRESENTATION
Greek Mythology

This week, we will begin our journey into ancient Greece before reading The Odyssey by Homer.  This epic tale is the oldest enduring work of fiction known to Western Civilization.  A difficulty students find with The Odyssey, however, is that the references, so common to ancient Greeks, are somewhat unfamiliar to modern American students.  

Assignment
To prepare you for this voyage, you will prepare a researched presentation on a god/goddess before we begin reading The Odyssey. You will research and create a PowerPoint to share with your other classmates on your assigned god/goddess. The information you present will help prepare them and you for the Semester 1 Final Exam.
Research

Your research about your god or goddess must be both comprehensive and thorough.  You may use books, the Internet, CD-ROMS, encyclopedias, and other resources to complete your research.  You must have a minimum of 4 sources and no more than 2 of these can be from the Internet.  We will be spending several days in the library so you can complete your research. 
Content of Research PowerPoint
a) Introduction – Introduce the god or goddess by giving their Greek and Roman name and their title (if they have one).  Also, provide a byline (your name since you are presenting the information to the class).
b) Character – Describe your god/goddess’ character, their powers, and any major events your god/goddess is associated with or, if mortal, what he/she is best known for.  Also include any symbols with which he/she is associated.
c) Key Relationships – A short description of the other key gods/goddesses/mortals that your character is associated with (ex: parents, spouse, siblings, etc…).  Also research if your character had any notable relationships (good or bad) with other gods/goddesses or mortals. You must include and describe at least 3 key relationships.
d) Synopsis of Story – A synopsis of a famous story in which your god/goddess/mortal plays a major role.

e) Conclusion – Provide your own insight about this god or goddess and end with either a quotation, an interesting fact, your own opinion, words that are derived from your character’s name, or references in books/movies/music to your character (WITHOUT SAYING “I”!)
Presentation

a) You will need to present information for at least 3 minutes. Make sure that you have enough information to talk for the entire time. Since I am scheduling you for a 3 minute presentation, if you run out of things to say, you will be required to stand in the front of the class for the remaining time.  

b) Your PowerPoint must include at least 6 slides; at least 2 slides must include pictures or artwork related to your character.

c) Don’t write out complete sentences.  The information in your PowerPoint should be in the form of notes (summary/outline) that your classmates can easily write down during your presentation. You will need to supplement the information in your PowerPoint with information from your research. If you rely solely on your PowerPoint slides, you will probably not have enough to talk about for the full three minutes. 

d) You will also hand in a paper draft of your works cited page with your source information in proper MLA format. Do not forget to include source information for copyrighted pictures and music as well. 
Due Dates

	Requirement
	Description
	Points
	Due Date

	Research Notes
	Minimum of 4 sources with comprehensive notes
	20 pts.
	

	PowerPoint Presentation
	Three minute presentation, at least 6 slides with all necessary information, at least 2 related pictures/artwork, PowerPoint in outline/notes form, detailed oral information
	50 pts.
	

	Works Cited (paper draft)
	Minimum of 4 sources in proper MLA format
	20 pts.
	

	TOTAL
	
	90 pts. 
	


Standards:  RW1.3, RC2.0, RC2.2, RC2.4, WS1.3, WS1.5
How to Save Your Presentation:
Save your presentation to the U: drive on the school’s computer network.  Follow these steps when you are working in the computer lab:

1. Under the File menu select the Save As option

2. Browse the network and find the network drive that says “users on val-libr-sv03 (U:)”

3. Find the folder with the first letter of your last name.  Double click on the folder.

4. Find the folder with your name and double click on it.  This is where you should save your presentation when you are finished.  If you don’t know how to do this, ASK FOR HELP!  If you accidentally save your presentation to the computer in the computer lab, it will be erased.

5. Make sure your presentation is saved where it is supposed to be.  If it isn’t, ASK FOR HELP!

6. If you use sound or music, make sure you include all those files to a folder that also includes your PowerPoint.
Remember NO FLASHDRIVES allowed on any school computers!!! You can use http://www.driveway.com/driveway/jsp/ or http://docs.google.com/ to work at both home and school.
Greek Mythology

Presentation Rubric

	Description of Task (points possible)
	Points Possible
	Points Earned

	Research Notes - 
	20
	

	Power Point –
· Minimum 6 slides (6)

· 2 character related pictures/artwork (2)

· Easy to follow, creative, and notes format (10)
	18
	

	Introduction – 

· Character’s Greek/Roman names & title (1)

· Byline (1)
	2
	

	Character – thorough description (5)
	5
	

	Key Relationships – thorough description; at least 3 (5)
	5
	

	Synopsis of Story – (5)
	5
	

	Conclusion – (3)
	3
	

	Presentation Skills –
· Volume, Clarity and Tone (6)

· Body Language and Eye Contact (4)

· Time:  3 Minutes (2)
	12
	

	Works Cited – 

· Minimum of four sources (8)

· Proper MLA format (12)
	20
	

	Total                                            
	90
	


