Westerberg, English 5-6 H

THE SCARLET LETTER

Annotation Guide

Characters: Mark any important physical descriptions, thoughts, beliefs or motivations for any of the central characters Hester, Pearl, Dimmesdale, and Chillingworth, as well as important secondary characters.
Keep in mind that, as in “Young Goodman Brown,” Hawthorne develops his characters as symbols as well as literal figures.  Consider how characters work symbolically and stand for warring concepts as well as plot devices.

Setting: Consider the significance and function of the novel’s settings. Focus on the forest, the marketplace, Hester’s home, and the governor’s hall.
Plot: When something important happens, mark it.

Style: Hawthorne’s writing style is considerably complex (diction and syntax).  How does this style help further the central idea of the novel, and how does it allow him to illustrate a novel that is more psychological than physical in action?

Consider the following symbols as you work through the text.
· The scaffold
· The scarlet letter

· The Forest

· The Marketplace

· The location of Hester’s house

· The garden by the governor’s mansion

· The falling stars in the sky

· The brook

· The light in the forest

· The rosebush

· Earnestly consider other you may have found.

Thematic Topics: As you read, work these topics into statements based on what you perceive Hawthorne’s position to be.
· Good vs. Evil

· Guilt and Penance

· Puritan Consciousness

· Freedom (mental and physical) vs. Restraint 

· The Integrity of the Individual vs. Social Conformity

