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Please on a separate sheet of paper in complete sentences.
“Holy Sonnet 10” Qs
1. Paraphrase the poem in prose, as if you were writing an email to someone:

2. How is death characterized in the poem?

3. How would you describe the speaker’s attitude toward death?

4. Sum up your answer to question #3 with three vivid adjectives to describe the tone:

5. Why do you think Donne chose to personify Death? What effect does this have?

“Meditation 17” Questions

1. Are there any lines that you’ve heard before from this excerpt?
2. What does the ringing of the church bell announce?
3. What is Donne’s main argument? Does he make more than one argument?
4. What analogies/metaphors does he use?

5. Is his argument persuasive? What rhetorical strategies does he use?

6. Which part of this meditation do you find most thought-provoking?
7. What is the meaning of the end?

8. Do you think someone might draw comfort from the thoughts expressed in this meditation? Explain.

