Tess of the D’Urbervilles by Thomas Hardy
notes and significant passages chapters 1-4

Where do Tess and her family live?

What is the time period?

John Durbeyfield
Sir John

What do we know about Tess’ father?

How does Tess react when she sees him go by in the cart?

Joan Durbeyfield

What do we know about Tess’ mother?

“There stood her mother amid the group of children, as Tess had left her, hanging over the Monday washing-tub, which had now, as always, lingered on to the end of the week” (14).  

“This going to hunt up her shiftless husband at the inn was one of Mrs Durbeyfield's still extant enjoyments in the muck and muddle of rearing children.  To discover him at Rolliver's, to sit there for an hour or two by his side and dismiss all thought and care of the children during the interval, made her happy…She felt a little as she had used to feel when she sat by her now wedded husband in the same spot during his wooing, shutting her eyes to his defects of character, and regarding him only in his ideal presentation as lover” (17).   

“’Well,Tess ought to go to this other member of our family.  She'd be sure to win the lady--Tess would; and likely enough 'twould lead to some noble gentleman marrying her.  In short, I know it.’ 
‘How?’ 
‘I tried her fate in the Fortune-Teller, and it brought out that very thing! ...  You should ha' seen how pretty she looked to-day; her skin is as sumple as a duchess'.’  
‘What says the maid herself to going?’” (22).    

What does the narrator think about the Durbeyfield mother and father?


 “…in company with her nine-year-old brother Abraham, and her sister Eliza-Louisa of twelve and a half, called "'Liza-Lu," the youngest ones being put to bed.  There was an interval of four years and more between Tess and the next of the family, the two who had filled the gap having died in their infancy, and this lent her a deputy-maternal attitude when she was alone with her juniors.  Next in juvenility to Abraham came two more girls, Hope and Modesty; then a boy of three, and then the baby, who had just completed his first year.  All these young souls were passengers in the Durbeyfield ship--entirely dependent on the judgement of the two Durbeyfield adults for their pleasures, their necessities, their health, even their existence.  If the heads of the Durbeyfield household chose to sail into difficulty, disaster, starvation, disease, degradation, death, thither were these half-dozen little captives under hatches compelled to sail with them--six helpless creatures, who had never been asked if they wished for life on any terms, much less if they wished for it on such hard conditions as were involved in being of the shiftless house of Durbeyfield” (18).  

Who is Angel?



What does the narrator mean with this comment?

“So much for Normal blood unaided by Victorian lucre” (12).


Tess Durbeyfield

What do we know about Tess?

“She was a fine and handsome girl—not handsomer than some others, possibly—but her mobile peony mouth and large innocent eyes added eloquence to colour and shape.  She wore a red ribbon in her hair, and was the only one of the white company who could boast of such a pronounced adornment” (9).   

“‘Did you say the stars were worlds, Tess?’  

‘Yes.’  

‘All like ours?’ 

 ‘I don't know; but I think so.  They sometimes seem to be like the apples on our stubbard-tree.  Most of them splendid and sound--a few blighted.’  

‘Which do we live on--a splendid one or a blighted one?’  

‘A blighted one.’  

‘'Tis very unlucky that we didn't pitch on a sound one, when there were so many more of 'em!’  

‘Yes.’  

‘Is it like that REALLY, Tess?’ said Abraham, turning to her much impressed, on reconsideration of this rare information.  ‘How would it have been if we had pitched on a sound one?’  

‘Well, father wouldn't have coughed and creeped about as he does, and wouldn't have got too tipsy to go on this journey; and mother wouldn't have been always washing, and never getting finished’” (26).  

“Nobody blamed Tess as she blamed herself” (29).     
in the village of Marlott in the Vale of Blackmore








approximately 1850—during Queen Victoria’s reign
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