Rhetorical device examples for Of Mice and Men
1. Logical appeal: appeals to the reader’s minds or common sense.

a. CDs: stats, analogies, expert opinion

b. It is common sense not to hold someone accountable for his/her actions when he/she is not aware of his/her actions.
c. George is to brains as Lennie is to power; therefore___________.
2. Emotional appeal: appeal the reader’s emotions (i.e., sympathy, fear, hope)

a. Usually in the CM 

b. Imagine the agonizing pain George had to endure as he shot his one and only best friend, Lennie.
c. Lennie violently shook Curley’s wife’s neck until the poor defensivless woman’s neck snapped.

3. Ethical appeal: appeals to the reader’s ethics or morals (i.e., honesty, fairness, right/wrong)

a. Both in CD and CM
b. Naturally a person would think it is wrong to take another person’s life away, because according the Bible it is a sin to kill a person.

4. Rhetorical question: question intended for effect. Not necessarily intended to be answered.

a. Is it ever justified to murder a friend?
b. Is betrayal something we accept in our society?

5. Counterargument: addresses the opposing arguments (biases, prejudices, concerns, objections)

a. Some people may think _____________; however, _______________.
b. Some people may think that George has power over Lennie; however, it is Lennie that has the power. This point is proven when George must kill his friend to end the burden. 

6. Repetition: a word or phrase or sentence repeated (usually 3Xs) for effect or impact

a. It is never acceptable to betray someone’s trust. It is never acceptable to destroy another’s dream. It is never acceptable to end the life of a friend, despite the best intentions.
7. Parallel structure: similar grammatical structure repeated (usually 3Xs) for effect or impact

a. George saves Lennie from getting into more trouble. George saves Lennie from being in misery. George saves Lennie from suffering a painful death.
b. One should not abuse his/her power over others. One should not betray his/her friendship. One should not choose the easy way out of a difficult situation.
8. Call-to-action: tells the audience to do something (take action) to help change a situation.

a. In life, hold friendship dear to your heart and never betray the trust of a friend.
