“Tintern Abbey” by William Wordsworth

Poem Partner Analysis
1. What sort of mood is created with the images in the opening lines of the poem?

2. What do the “vagrant dwellers” and “hermit’s cave” suggest about the speaker’s relationship to nature?

3. Identify and explain the simile beginning in stanza 2:
4. How is the setting of his recollection (i.e. the place he is in when he remembers Tintern Abbey) described? What desire is implicit in this description? How is it not like Tintern Abbey?
5. Is the fact that this poem was composed at a religious site important? What is the real source of worship for Wordsworth? 
6. Are the gifts that nature brings the speaker in stanza two similar to the gifts in Christopher Marlowe’s traditional pastoral, “The Passionate Shepherd to His Love”? Explain.
7. What sort of state does the speaker describe in lines 38-50?

8. In stanza 3 what does the speaker suggest by saying “there is life and food / For future years”?

9. What does the speaker hope for his sister in stanza 5 (the last stanza)?

10. What effect does nature seem to have on the speaker in the present and how is that different from its effect on him in the past? Use details from the poem to support your answer. Does the speaker regret his loss of youth? What has he gained?
