
Fairfield High School, 2014-15 School Year

Mr. Braam        Plus Ms. Packo (3rd bell) 
Office: Room 3211          braam_m@fairfieldcityschools.com
      Office: Phone: 513-942-2999 Ext. 217
Welcome!

 Here is some crucial information you will need for success in English/Language Arts this school year.
Classrooms I do not have a set classroom during the day, and teach in a different room every bell. The following bell schedule includes the rooms where you will be able to find me.

1st: Plan (try my office in 3211)    2nd: 3207   3rd: 3209   4A: Lunch    4B-5A 3314     5th (BC): 3208  
  6th: 3202           7th: 3414           After school: (my office in 3211) 
Homeroom: 3209 (juniors)
Course Work 
During your sophomore year, some literature we will cover (but are not limited to) include:

1st quarter: Of Mice and Men (Steinbeck) 
2nd quarter: Twelfth Night and/or sonnets (Shakespeare) and other poetry/short stories
3rd quarter: An independent novel and related project/writing. Please purchase one of the following. 
Book Title


Author

The Hobbit  


Tolkein

Absolute True Diary 
of a Part-time Indian 
Sherman

All Quiet on the Western Front 
Remarque

The Book Thief


Zusak
Dracula



Stoker

Life of Pi


Martel

Sense and Sensibility

Austen

Make Lemonade


Wolff
Other books may be added at later date
4th quarter: A Raisin in the Sun (Hansberry)

Materials 
Supplies you need to have daily (if you need help with purchasing supplies, contact me):

a. Pen (Blue or Black)/Pencil/Highlighter (all three)
b. 3-ring binder dedicated to English class (with paper). I will collect this from time to time. I will hand out many things that you will need to keep for the year  in the binder, preferably in order. 
c. Planner/Agenda. They will be checked. HW is usually posted on the board at start of class.
d. Writer’s Notebook).  This will be kept in the room and will be checked. I will collect this from time to time.
e. Flash drive (a 2 GB will be fine) to save typed work when in computer lab. I will try to warn you in advance on days we will use laptops or go to a computer lab, but I truly suggest having a flash drive with you at all times, for my class and other classes. At minimum, you will need to have an email address that you can send material to for saving work.
Technology
I do not permit use of cell phones/texting or any type of mp3 players in my room. When the bell rings, I expect these devices to be put away and headphones off the ears. NO EXCEPTIONS. If your parents need you, tell them to contact the school via the office. There will be rare occasions when I allow music while reading, but there will be a note posted on the board saying so. Penalties for using the devices or having them out during class without explicit permission:
* 1st offense: Verbal warning            * 2nd offense: Device sits on my desk until end of period

* 3rd and additional offenses: Device will go to the office. (Parent contact)
Discipline

* You will be responsible for all district/school rules listed in the FHS Student Handbook. 
* Be respectful of others and their ideas

* Be ready to learn and in your seat and quiet when the bell rings. Follow any instructions on the board without having to be told.

Consequences include: Verbal warning, after-school  detention, extended detentions, parental contact, and office referrals

· 1st offense: Verbal warning

· 2nd offense: After-school detention (parent contact)
· 3rd offense: Extended after-school detention l (parent contact)
Based upon the seriousness of an offense, I may skip any level of punishment for a higher level.
If I must remove a student from the classroom or if improper behavior continues after parents have been contacted, I will refer the matter to an administrator.

Passes

You will receive four passes each quarter. They must last you the entire quarter. They may be used to leave the classroom to go to the bathroom, drinking fountain, or locker. If you are tardy and do not have a signed pass from a teacher, you may use one of the passes. If you run out of passes, you may leave the room with my discretion, but will have to serve a detention after school. Any passes left over at the end of the quarter may be turned in for bonus points. Used passes must be signed and dated by the student and placed within the pass bank located on my cart. Whenever you leave the room, you must also sign my signout sheet and record the time out and back. Note: Time out of the room is to be kept to a minimum.
· Definition of tardy: You are not in the room when the bell starts to ring.
Late work

· Parent Notes: You get one per quarter. No late credit is deducted.
It must be turned in the day after the original due date along with the note, along with the late assignment.
Parents/Guardians write a brief note explaining that they understand that the assignment is late.
Other late work (without a note): 

Homework and classwork. 25% off one day late.  Afterward, you will receive no more than 10%. 

Projects and papers: For each day late, 10% will be taken off your score. The assignment may not be turned in more than one week after it was originally due.

Choraliers, Sports People, Field Trippers, etc.:  If you are missing class due to one of these activities, it is up to you to turn in work on the day it is due!  No extra time will be given because of these absences.  Turn in your work or stop by to obtain your materials for the day.
Absences and Make-up Work

* YOU are responsible for any assignments made or collected during your absence(s). Check with me for any handouts that may have been distributed. If you need explanation, come see me in my office after school. You will have one day per each day of absence to turn in work. 
* Warning: I check attendance rolls. DO NOT SKIP MY CLASS. You will be reported immediately.
Grading

* Final grades are based on the percentage of possible points earned.

* Grades will be updated weekly on Progressbook, which can be accessed by students and parents online. See your counselor if you need more information on Progressbook.

Parent/Student Acknowledgement

Please carefully read over the Grading Policy, Classroom Expectations, and classroom rules and return this signed page to Mr. Braam by Monday, Aug. 25!
Your signature signifies that you have read this document and understand/acknowledge the classroom rules and policies 
and the consequences of not following them. 
Returning this signed sheet does count as one of your first homework assignments!!

________________________________________
Student Name  (Please Print)
________________________________________                     _______________
Student Signature                                                                                  Date
_________________________________      ________________________________

Parent/Guardian Name (Please Print)
Parent/Guardian Name (Please Print)
_________________________________      _________________________________ 
Parent/Guardian Signature(s) (AT LEAST ONE SIGNATURE NEEDED)    
_________________________________              ____________________________

Parent Cell Phone 1


       
        Parent Cell Phone 2
_________________________________              ____________________________
Home Phone(s):                                                     Work Phone(s):
_________________________________          __________________________________

Parent/Guardian E-mail address(es)
    Parent/Guardian E-mail address(es)
PARENT CONTACT LOG

Date Contacted/Method/Reason Why:
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