The Scopes Trial										1925
Context: What was happening in the 1920s?

Butler Act: In 1925, Tennessee passed the following law, called the Butler Act: “It shall be unlawful for any teacher . . . to teach any theory that denies the story of the Divine Creation of man as taught in the Bible, and to teach instead that man has descended from a lower order of animals.”

	SUPPORTED the Butler Act
	OPPOSED the Butler Act

	-State of Tennessee
-Fundamentalists
-William Jennings Bryan (defended Tennessee)
	-John Scopes
-American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU)
-Clarence Darrow (defended Scopes)
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Document A: “You Can’t Make a Monkey of Me”
1.(Close Reading) How does the song portray the theory of evolution?
Didn’t believe it’s real and doesn’t see real proof and evidence that there were originally monkey origins.



2. (Contextualizing) What does the title and the chorus refer to when it says, “you can’t make a monkey of me?”
You can’t convince him that evolution is true and that monkeys were his ancestors.


Document B: Malone’s Trial Speech
1. (Sourcing) The audience in the courthouse mostly supported Bryan and the Butler
Act. Why do you think they applauded Malone’s speech?




2. (Close Reading) Why does Malone think science is so important?





3. (Contextualizing) What is Malone referring to when he says “civilization is not so
proud of the work of the adults”?


Document C: Reverend Straton Article
1. (Close reading) What words does Straton use to show that he likes small towns?





2. (Contextualizing) According to Straton, what are signs of corruption in New York and
Chicago?
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Document D: New York Times Article
1. (Sourcing) What was New York City like in the 1920s? Why might the New York
Times look down on Dayton, Tennessee?




2. (Close Reading) How does the New York Times describe the local Tennesseans?
What words can you find that show that the New York Times thinks of these people
and events as bizarre and interesting?
