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 Your family is homeless/ in                    

transition.  

or 

 Your family meets the income 

guidelines set by the US Department 

of Agriculture for free and reduced 

meals 

and 

 Your child demonstrates                         

developmental delays or is at risk 

for developmental delays as                       

identified by an IEP.  

If you meet the following qualifications, 

you may consider applying for early 

entrance to pre-kindergarten for your 

child: 

Does my child meet the                         
qualifications for Early Admission?  

All applications for Early Admission to 
Pre-Kindergarten must be received by 
August 1.   

Infants and Toddlers—(410) 651-1616                                  

Provides an array of early intervention services for children with 

developmental delays or disabilities and their families (birth to 

age three).  

 

Healthy Families- (410) 621-0889                                            

A home visiting program for any new parent in Somerset                 

County.  Parents can enroll in the program during the third 

trimester of pregnancy and until the baby is three months 

old.  Home visits include activities for the parent and the baby 

and provide safety and developmental information.  

   

Head Start– (410)749-1142                                                 

Implements a full pre-school educational setting for children 

ages 3-5 while providing comprehensive services to families.  

Early Head start is also available for children under age 3.  

 

The Judy Center—(410) 651-1275                                                                

A partnership of community agencies working together to help 

children and families, birth through kindergarten, prepare for 

school.  Somerset County’s Judy Center is located at Princess 

Anne Elementary School and includes services to all families in 

the Princess Anne area.  

 

Somerset County Library- (410) 651-0852                                

With three locations (Princess Anne, Crisfield and                           

Smith Island) offers story time for toddlers and preschoolers, 

family library cafes and literacy nights, computer classes, book 

clubs, as well as free internet access and books.   

 

Somerset County Public Schools (410) 651-1616 

Offers pre-kindergarten for children who turn four by                          

September 1, and kindergarten for children who turn five by 

September 1.  Offers Adult Education classes for adults and out 

of school youth to improve skills and help prepare for the GED 

or External Diploma Program.   

 

The Somerset Early Learning Advisory Council      

A group made up of local agencies, SCPS Central Office Staff, 

county teachers, county officials, child care/ Head Start teachers 

and others involved in children and families, working to help 

ensure that families are informed of the many resources           

available to them to help prepare their children for school.   

Helpful Programs in Somerset County that  
Promote School Readiness  



 Code of Maryland Regulation requires 

that a child must be four years old by 

September 1 of the school year in which 

the child applies for admission to pre-

kindergarten. 

 The Somerset County Board of Educa-

tion has established a process and guide-

lines for evaluation of early admission to 

Pre-kindergarten.  

 Parents/guardians may request early en-

trance into prekindergarten, if  the child 

turns four (4) years of age between 

September 2 and October 15 of the 

school year for which they are requesting 

early entrance.  

 Parents/guardians of children who wish 

to apply for early entrance to prekinder-

garten must meet state prescribed pre-

kindergarten income eligibility criteria 

and demonstrate some developmentally 

delay based on an early entrance         

assessment. Early entrance to              

prekindergarten does not mean automatic 

entry into kindergarten in the following 

year. Children who qualify for early  

entrance to prekindergarten are eligible 

for two years of a prekindergarten  

      experience. 

Early Admission Facts  

 Parents/guardians can make the request for early 

admission at the elementary school designated 

for their residential district. 

♦    In order to complete the pre-kindergarten                 

application, a parent/guardian should take               

verification of residency, proof of income and 

up-to-date shot records to the school.  

♦   The parents/guardians should complete both the 

applications and the parent checklist  included 

in Somerset County Board Policy 600-18.   

 

Parents/guardians will be asked to: 

 
 Complete an Early Admission to Pre-

Kindergarten Application 

 Complete the Early Admission Parent                  

Survey 

 Meet with the school principal and discuss the 

request.  

School personnel will administer any                                    

required assessments. 

 

 Assessment results and an early 
       admission recommendation will be 
       given to the early entrance committee.  
 Parents/guardians will be informed 
       of the decision. 
 If the parent of guardian is not 
       satisfied with the committee's 
       decision, a written appeal 
       may be forwarded through the school  
       principal’s office  to the Early Childhood                             

Early Learning  

Karen Karten, Early Childhood / Judy Center 

Coordinator  

7982-A Tawes Campus Road 

Westover, MD 21871 

 410-651-1616 

Somerset County Public Schools  

Who Should Apply for Early                  
Entrance to Pre-Kindergarten?  

How Do I Apply For Early Entrance To 
Pre-Kindergarten?  

Families must qualify for the prekindergarten program 

before applying for early entrance. 

IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS 

Should you consider                                     
Early Entrance to 

Prekindergarten for your child? 

If you have a child who has                

demonstrated educational needs               

warranting early entrance and you meet 

the qualifications, you may consider 

applying for early entrance to pre-

kindergarten for your child.   Early           

entrance to Prekindergarten is not a 

childcare program and is not intended 

for students that are gifted or “ready” to 

enter school.   

If you are a parent in need of childcare, 

please call *LOCATE: Childcare at 

877.261.0060  

 LOCATE: Childcare is a program run by the Maryland Family Network  


