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U.S. History

Standard 11.1 Students analyze the significant events in the founding of the nation and its attempts to realize the philosophy of government described in the Declaration of Independence. 
1. Describe the Enlightenment and the rise of democratic ideas as the context in which the nation was founded. 
2. Analyze the ideological origins of the American Revolution, the Founding Fathers' philosophy of divinely bestowed unalienable natural rights, the debates on the drafting and ratification of the Constitution, and the addition of the Bill of Rights. 
3. Understand the history of the Constitution after 1787 with emphasis on federal versus state authority and growing democratization. 
4. Examine the effects of the Civil War and Reconstruction and of the industrial revolution, including demographic shifts and the emergence in the late nineteenth century of the United States as a world power.
Standard 11.3 Students analyze the role religion played in the founding of America, its lasting moral, social, and political impacts, and issues regarding religious liberty.           

 1. Describe the contributions of various religious groups to American civic principles and social reform movements (e.g., civil and human rights, individual responsibility and the work ethic, antimonarchy and self-rule, worker protection, family-centered communities). 
2. Analyze the great religious revivals and the leaders involved in them, including the First Great Awakening, the Second Great Awakening, the Civil War revivals, the Social Gospel Movement, the rise of Christian liberal theology in the nineteenth century, the impact of the Second Vatican Council, and the rise of Christian fundamentalism in current times. 
3. Cite incidences of religious intolerance in the United States (e.g., persecution of Mormons, anti-Catholic sentiment, anti-Semitism). 
4. Discuss the expanding religious pluralism in the United States and California that resulted from large-scale immigration in the twentieth century.                                                                                                       5. Describe the principles of religious liberty found in the Establishment and Free Exercise clauses of the First Amendment, including the debate on the issue of separation of church and state.
Essential Questions:
1. What were the key values and or beliefs that led to the American Revolution?
2. What were the issues that led to the formation of the constitution and how were they resolved?
3. What conflicts arose over the various interpretation of the constitution and how were they resolved?
4. What factors contributed to the establishment of religious freedom in 
America during the 18th Century

Essential Vocabulary Terms:
1. constitution: The system of fundamental laws and principles that explains the nature, functions and limits of a government.
2. democracy: government by the people, exercised either directly or through elected representatives.

3. natural rights: the rights that all people are born with- according to John Locke the rights of life, liberty, and property.

4. ideology: system of social beliefs: a closely organized system of beliefs, values, and ideas forming the basis of a social, economic, or political philosophy or program.
5. Enlightenment: an 18th-century European movement in which thinkers attempted to apply the principles of reason and the scientific method to all aspects of society.
6. federalism: a system in which power is divided between a central government and state governments.
7. amendment: a change to the Constitution.

8. enumerated powers: powers mentioned specifically in the Constitution.

9. implied power: a power that, while not directly stated in the Constitution, is suggested and does allow Congress to  exercise its stated powers.
10. unalienable: Not to be separated, given away, or taken away.
Extra Credit Films:
1. View one of the following films:


- Goya: Awakened in a Dream (Enlightenment)

- Gulliver's Travels (Enlightenment)

- Isaac Newton: A Tale of Two Isaacs (Enlightenment)

- The Odyssey (Greece)


- Spartacus (Rome)

- Julius Caesar (Rome)


- The Birth of the Constitution


- Roots (slavery) (choose one episode)


- 1776 (American Revolution)


-Civil War (choose 1 episode)


- The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman (Reconstruction/slavery)


​- Gone with the Wind (Civil War)


- Gettysburg  (Civil War)


- Glory (Civil War)


- Little Women (Civil War)


- The Red Badge of Courage (Civil War)


-Boys Town (Religion)


-Matewan (Religion)


-The Scarlet Letter (Religion)

2. Complete worksheet: Extra Credit Film Questions
Extra credit must be turned in before the end of the unit to receive credit

