Unit 20

Modal Auxiliary Verbs

Modal auxiliary verbs appear before main verbs. They are used for
a number of purposes. Here are some of the most conumon:

INDICATE ABILITY: She can speak English.

{1vE ADVICE: You should see a doctor,

ExPRESS CERTAINTY: We will linish by 8:00.

INDICATE POSSIBILITY: [t may rain tonight.

[NDICATE OBLIGATION! You must attend the last class,

CaIVE PERMISSION: You may use your dictionaries during the ¢Xaii-
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INDLeaTE PAST HAnTT: When [ was linde, we would go swimiming
every day.
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Unlike other verbs, modal verbs have only one form. In ol
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words, no -5 s added o modal verbs o indicate third-pe
singular.

He/she/it can/should /will /may/must move,
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Complete vach sentence with the modal auxiticry verd that provedes
miegttiing indicated in porentheses,

Yo — (certainty) receive a light coplirmalian
i the mail.

200We _ faedvice) leave o ten mminutes,

B, There — {possibility) be 4 storm tonight.

4. Anotary public . {obligation} sign the To1TL
So Al (ahility) draw well.
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6 Asachild. he  (past habit) play soccer every day.
. T ___ {permission) | borrow your pencil?
S Pets . (aobligation) be on leashes,
g 1 (possibility) leave work early tonight.
I(t. The package ——— (certainty} be delivered by noon.
1. They —— (advice) be more careful,
|9, {ahility) you come with us on Saturday?
1% You___ (permission) enter the resiricted area.
14, When we lived in San Diego,we — (past habit) often go to the beach,

Semi-Yodal Euxilizu'}-‘ Verbs

English also has semi-modal auxiliary verbs, They are used for many ol the same PUrpOSCS 45
miadal auxiliary verhs,
IDICATE AMLITY: He is able to speak three dilferent languages.
. Cave apvick: You ought to finish the report
N PRESS CERTAINTY: W are going to complete the project lonight.
INDICATE OBLIGATION: You have to attend the meeting,
INDICATE PAST HABIT: We used to play basketball together.

Unlike one-word maodal verbs, most semi-modals are marked for number and tense,

1 am able 1o go. [ was able to g0,

You have 1o give a speech. You had to give a specch,

We are going to leave. We were going 1o leave.

They have 1o work late. They had to work late.
[ised fois an exception. It has only one Torm and always refers 1o the past. Qught to is another
exception. It does not change form: however. the main verb that follows it can.

It ought to be casy. It ought to have been casy.

o BN

Complete each sentence with the semi-modal ver that provides the meaning indirated in paventheses, Use prresent

tesse forms.

. 1. You

9 We_ (advice) exercise daily.

(certainty) receive an award at the ceremony,
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fwgeandl — (past habit) play in a band.

We _ (obligution) pay our tuition by Fricay.

Devin — {ability) run the mile in Ave minutes.
[ (past habi) live in New York Ciey.

Flu — fadvice) ke a mualovitamin every morning,

Yo _ (obligation) have a password.

They — (ability) help us move into our new APRArLIeTiL
Theeoncere — (certaingy) start at 8;00,

Complete sach serlence with e semi-inodal verb that provedes the ooy oudicated in paventheses. Use the Juid
fense & frssidle,

1.

-

It feertaimy) man, soowe lelt early,

She - _ advice) have rested.

We . -.’nhiigalti[}lﬂ ey aservice charee,
Theteacher — {ability) remember evervone's name.
I {certainty) go with them, but then T got sick,

My fther (advice) have bad a checkup vesterday,

Amber  {obligation) retype her paper, because she Tost her disk.

ey (adsiliy) hike long distances when they were voung,
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Combining Smni-.-'ﬂnﬂa?s

sometimes semi-modals can be used with ether semi-modals or after some regrular modals,

I'hey are poing to have to finish their papers by Friday, [semi-madal + semi-madal |
I'will have to call vou back later. [modal + semi-maodal]
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Underline the moduls and eivele the sema-modals in the follawing sentences.

L. T might be able to help yon on Thursday,

2. Thev are going to be able 10 ke a vacation next month.

3. She might have to quit her job,

4. You are going to have 1o work hard.

. We will have to take notes at the lecture.

Forming Negatives

To make a modal negative, place nof after it
I should not eat so much at lunch.

Write the combination of can and noi as one word: cannot. Write the aother combinations as two

wortls:
To make a semi-modal containing the verb be negative, place not directly after the beverh,
Our teacher is not going to cancel the exam.

T make a semi-modal containing the verb have negative, plice the auxiliary verb do and nof
before it

Jav does not have 1o go 1o class today,

Complete each of the following sentences using a negative form of the modal or semi-modal Provaded,
Examere: We, be going to
We are not going o po to the movies tonighi.
1. You, should

smoke 11 this restaurant,

2. We, gan

escape the heat tockay,
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[ A, Martin, bhe ahle w
| bind his books,

4. The supervison b going o

| - = — be happy.

S, They, may

stav very long,

£, Yo, muest

‘ tell anvone.

We waouled

| When we were lictle, o insicde wntl 10,

Ho They, will

For somme VST, answer their [_I-|'|1 1

9. 1, have to

Tonorrow, gerup early,

i You, should

WY 540 mch.

Forming Contractions

Contractions are commaonly used in conversation and informal writing,

ave+ nol=aren'l is + not =isn’

o+ not = don’t daes + not = doesn
Cannol = can'l should + not = shouldn't
will + not =won't MUELET + 00 = s’

My nod is never contradcted.
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Rewyite the xenlences in exercise 2065 using contractions, If may not eafrfrears, feave the {ine Mok,

I
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Modal Perfect Verbs

Modal perfect verhs [ollow these patterns:
ACTIVE voncE: modal = Aave+ perfect/passive form of the verb
"ASSIVE vOICE: miadal + have been = perfect/passive form of the verh
These are some of the common uses;
[xprEssioN oF REGRET: T should have ried harder.

CRITICISM OF A PAST ACTION OR 1ACK OF ACTION: He should have 1old me. She could
have at least called, They ought to have told me.

EXPRESSION OF AN ENPECTATION ABOUT AN EVENT THAT MAY NOYT HAVE HAPPENED: Thes
should have arrived by now,

GUESS ABOUT A PAST EVENT: The window may have been shattered by the wind. | might
have met him hefore,

STRONG CONIECTURE ABOUT A PAST EVENT: Someone must have stolen my purse,
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Camplete pach sentence with the modal herfect verh that provides the meanang tndicated i futrentheses.,

L1 {regret, active vorce ) sent her a hirtheday card,
% We _ (expeciation, active voice) heard from them by now.
& They [eriticisim, active voice) invited evervone in class, nol just o lew peaple,
4. Thestore — {guess, passive voice) closed early because of an emergency
B. The Angels (sirong f_'{]l':j{j:_‘ll]['{‘, dactive vince ) won.
B, By this tme, evervone {expectation, active voice) heen ceady,
| 7. You __ (guess, active voice) lost your wallet in the café,
&1 . f{regret, active voice) brought an umbrella,
: 9, There — (strong conjecture, active voice) been an accident in this intersection.
W, The package {eriticism, passive voice) delivered earlicr




