INVESTIGATION Outdoor Ecosystem

PROBLEM:


What can be learned while observing a small sample of land outside?

BACKGROUND RESEARCH:


(List definitions for autotrophs, heterotrophs, abiotic factors, biotic factors.)
HYPOTHESIS:


(Make your own answering the Problem question.)

PROCEDURE:
1. Find a site (ecosystem) outside. (Do this before or after school if you cannot do this at home.) Sit down and locate an approximate 3’ x  3’ x 3’ area.

2. Sit down and for 20 minutes make observations about your site (ecosystem). (Observations should be about autotrophs, heterotrophs, abiotic factors, biotic factors, how things interact, and how things change.)

3. Make 10 DETAILED (not “there is grass”) observations for Proficient and 15 DETAILED observations for an Advanced.

DATA ANALYSIS: 

(To sort your observations, place all of them into a tree map, using the 4 terms, autotrophs, heterotrophs, abiotic factors, and biotic factors across the top.)
CONCLUSION:

Describe whether your hypothesis was correct or not and explain why. 
Using the terms above, describe what you learned/saw.

