Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte

Notes: chapters fifteen and sixteen
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1. In chapter fifteen, Jane rescues Edward Rochester from a terrible accident.
What almost happens?

2. Earlier that same day, when Rochester and Jane spoke at length, where were they?

3. “Lifting is eyes to its battlements, he cast over them a glare, such as I never saw before or since. Pain, shame, ire—impatience, disgust, 
detestation--” (178).

At what is Rochester looking?

How does “it” make him feel?










What does it mean that Lowood is a charity school?

4. Summarize briefly the story of Celine Varens and Rochester.

Two Orphans—
but mirror images.


5. “But still he retained my hand” (190).
What is the significance of this passage?

6. Who is Blanche Ingram?

What does the reader learn about her? 
Age?  Appearance? Talents?

Jane is in trouble.
On the right-hand side of the notes, please explain the significance of the underlined portions.

“And was Mr. Rochester now ugly in my eyes? No, reader: gratitude, and many associations, all pleasurable and genial, made his face the object I best liked to see; his presence in a room was more cheering than the brightest fire. Yet I had not forgotten his faults; indeed, I could not, for he brought them frequently before me. He was proud, sardonic, harsh to inferiority of every description: in my secret soul I knew that his great kindness to me was balanced by unjust severity to many others. He was moody, too; unaccountably so; I more than once, when sent for to read to him, found him sitting in his library alone, with his head bent on his folded arms; and, when he looked up, a morose, almost a malignant, scowl blackened his features. But I believed that his moodiness, his harshness, and his former faults of morality (I say former, for now he seemed corrected of them) had their source in some cruel cross of fate. I believed he was naturally a man of better tendencies, higher principles, and purer tastes than such as circumstances had developed, education instilled, or destiny encouraged. I thought there were excellent materials in him; though for the present they hung together somewhat spoiled and tangled. I cannot deny that I grieved for his grief, whatever that was, and would have given much to assuage it.

Though I had now extinguished my candle and was laid down in bed, I could not sleep for thinking of his look when he paused in the avenue, and told how his destiny had risen up before him, and dared him to be happy at Thornfield” (184).

Summary: What is happening to Jane’s “heart” in these two chapters?
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Yet, what does Grace Poole tell Jane? What do the servants believe?�Also, what does Grace urge Jane to do at night?


























































































































Edward and Celine were lovers. Edward “kept” Celine: he paid for her clothes, apartment, carriage, etc.�But there love affair broke up because….


























Celine abandoned Adele and decamped to Italy with another lover.


Adele is perhaps Edward’s child, but probably not.














made his face the object I best liked to see























in my secret soul I knew that his great kindness to me was balanced by unjust severity to many others























But I believed that his moodiness, his harshness, and his former faults of morality had their source in some cruel cross of fate.


























 I cannot deny that I grieved for his grief, whatever that was, and would have given much to assuage it.
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I could not sleep for thinking of his look
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�
Jane Eyre�
Adele Varens�
�
Orphaned�
Parents died.�



�
�
Parents�
Mother was an upper class woman—a Reed.


Father was a middle class clergyman—Eyre.�
�
�
Appearance�
�
Adele is very beautiful and charming; she loves dressing up in her pretty frocks.�
�
Intellect





��
�
�
�
Personality����
�
Adele expects to be petted and admired. She was taught to perform for others when she was small.�
�
Protector


�
�
Adele is Rochester’s ward: he will make sure that she is well-educated and well-married. He will provide her with a handsome dowry and arrange a suitable marriage.�
�
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