English 3-4 A: End of Spring Term Independent Reading Interpretive Essay
Teacher: Ms. Skalkottas
The Book: For the last quarter, you may read a book of your choosing. It should be of literary merit and connect thematically to some of the readings we’ve done this year. 

Writing Situation: You will design a focus for analyzing the independent reading literature you chose to study. You should do so within the context of the readings we have done throughout the year. 
Writing Instructions: Propose a thesis developing one or more of the themes we have examined. Here are some possibilities to think about:
1. Human fallibility and redemption

2. The journey as a metaphor for human development

3. The human condition as paradox

4. Nature as instructor/divinity

5. Human divinity

6. The unity of humanity/ the isolation of the individual

7. The individual versus society

Write an interpretive essay that develops your thesis. This paper must be five paragraphs, between three to five pages, typewritten, following MLA format. You need not do any research for this assignment; you will rely only on your own interpretive skills. You must explain and support your interpretive arguments using the text; cite passages using the appropriate style. You may draw additional support from any of the readings we have done this year. 
You should have your book selected by Monday, May 23rd. That day and every day thereafter that you do not have your book for in-class independent reading time will result in a one-point deduction from your final essay.
Your rough draft will be due on Monday, June 13th 

The final draft, which is worth fifty points and should be printed out from turnitin.com, will be due on Friday, May 17th. 
