The Argumentative Essay:

1. TAKE A POSITION!!! Remember it is easier to refute or defend than it is to qualify. However, a well-written qualification may get a higher score because of the level of reasoning involved.

2. Your position should be clear in your thesis. You may want to use the following format:

Although many people believe that it is best to be honest in all situations, a closer look at daily human experiences and professional guidelines proves that unfettered honesty can actually be harmful.
[Although + counterargument, general description of evidence  + prove/show/establish/confirm + position.]

3. Generate clear reasons that support your thesis. For example:

A. It is acceptable to be dishonest in order to spare another’s feelings. 
B.  Unfiltered honesty can be a violation of others’ rights and even illegal.
4. Think of clear examples that support your reasons. For example:

A. Brutal honesty toward a friend about insignificant details can cause more harm than good. One time my friend asked me what I thought of her new boyfriend. In order to preserve our friendship, I told her that I thought he was physically attractive and an engaging conversationalist. In actuality I had found him to be the exact opposite. However, I knew that I had no right to mar her image of this man that she enjoyed spending time with. 

B. When a doctor is asked about another individual’s health records, he/she would be violating doctor-patient privilege if he/she were to give out that information. In this case, the “honest” thing to do is actually to withhold information.  

5. Clearly explain your examples, tying each back to the reason it supports and, ultimately, back to your position in your thesis. For example:
A. Being honest about my opinion was not worth hurting her feelings and would have actually been perceived as rude. Thus, honesty simply for the sake of being honest and not for any real benefit to either party is not only inconsiderate and immoral, it is unintelligent.

B. In this case, the “honest” thing to do is actually to withhold information.  Thus, people in highly respected positions are expected to make judgment calls about when it is appropriate to be completely honest. This proves that there are times when absolute honesty is ethically wrong.
6. Make sure your evidence comes from a variety of origins and that it is well-balanced. Two pieces of evidence per paragraph will make your argument stronger and more well-supported. Some possible sources of evidence are:

· literature 
· personal experience

· history

· popular culture

· movies/TV shows (be careful with this one)

· current events

· other school subjects (math, science, health, etc)

· art

· visuals/cartoons

· music/ song lyrics
· analogy

· Avoid hypothetical examples

7. Counterargument is important!! You may want to structure your essay by stating counterarguments as your topic sentences and then refuting them with reasons and evidence that support your position. Even if you don’t choose this method, remember that addressing counterarguments makes your essay appear more even-handed and well-thought out. 

8. Avoid contradicting your position. 
9. If your example is historical, use past tense when you reference it. Don’t say, “Martin Luther King gives a speech about segregation.” If it happened in the past use past tense. However, when analyzing that event, you would shift back into the present.

10. Transitions help the reader follow your logic. Use them!!

11. Avoid second person. Either use third person or first person. (one, humans, people, we, us, etc.)

12. Anything else to remember??

13. Questions??

Check out the sample below based on the following prompt:

A popular saying claims that “Honesty is the best policy.” Consider this quotation about honesty. Then write an essay that defends, challenges, or qualifies this quote’s message the importance of choosing to be truthful. Support your argument with appropriate evidence from your reading, observation, or experience.
Sample

Honesty: Not Always the Best Policy
Our society displays a profound ambivalence toward truth. We champion honesty, yet tolerate lies and acknowledge their ubiquity. Although many people believe that it is best to be honest in all situations, a closer look at daily human experiences and professional guidelines proves that unfettered honesty can actually be harmful. 
It is acceptable to be dishonest in order to spare another’s feelings. Brutal honesty toward a friend about insignificant details can cause more harm than good. One time my friend asked me what I thought of her new boyfriend. In order to preserve our friendship, I told her that I thought he was physically attractive and an engaging conversationalist. In actuality I had found him to be the exact opposite. However, I knew that I had no right to mar her image of this man with whom she enjoyed spending time. Being honest about my opinion was not worth hurting her feelings and would have actually been perceived as rude. Likewise, In “The Ways We Lie,” Ericsson includes a quote by Bergen Evans which states, “A man who won't lie to a woman has very little consideration for her feelings.” This aphorism clearly indicates that in many social situations, especially in close relationships, etiquette requires that we lie to avoid hurt feelings..  Thus, honesty simply for the sake of being honest and not for any real benefit to either party is not only inconsiderate and unrefined, but also unintelligent. 
Furthermore, direct honesty can be a violation of others’ rights and even illegal. When a doctor is asked about another individual’s health records, he/she would be violating doctor-patient privilege if he/she were to give out that information. In this case, the “honest” thing to do is actually to withhold information. Similarly, lawyers and psychologists are expected to keep their clients’ information private and, therefore cannot be forthcoming about their clients when questioned by outside parties. They are required to engage in what Ericsson calls “omission.” Thus, people in highly respected positions are expected to make judgment calls about when it is appropriate to be completely truthful. This proves that there are times when absolute honesty is ethically wrong. 
In the final analysis, despite the fact that honesty is a laudable virtue that we should oftentimes practice, it is not the right choice in every situation. Thus, individuals must use their best discretion when choosing whether or not they should be candidly truthful.
