How far will people go to pursue what they love? “Two Friends” by Guy de Maupassant tells the story of a couple simple working-class men in 19th century Paris, whose lives are interrupted by the war between France and Prussia, and who risk everything over their passion for fishing. When they meet by chance under the difficult circumstances of a siege and when their empty bellies are filled with absinthe, they concoct the crazy idea of going past the frontline to return to their favorite island where they used to go fishing before the war. All goes well for several hours, during which they are blissfully happy, but then they are apprehended by the Prussians. At this moment the larger conflict they experience with the conditions of wartime and famine, which interfere with how they want to live life, becomes a more concrete conflict in the form of the Prussian commanding officer. At this moment, we can also infer that each man faces an internal conflict when he considers whether to give the officer the password and save his life or remain loyal to his country and his friend. Irony functions on several different levels in this story: the two friends who spend the day catching fish end up being food for fish when they are shot and thrown in the river; two unsophisticated men who want nothing to do with war and think people killing other people is stupid end up a casualty of that war; and finally, two simple peace-loving tradesmen rise to the level of heroes when circumstances force them into that role. Both the conflict that the two friends face and the multi-tiered irony at work in the story drive home the message of the story that friendship and loyalty are stronger than war and hate. 

